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It’s a new year and 2017 will bring in many events 
that W-PHS hopes you will enjoy.  There are a 
variety of programs being planned by Dottie 
Howland, Program Chair.  February starts with 
Michael Harland presenting his grandfather 
Raymond DeHond’s diary in a slide presentation.  
Later this year, there will be a tour of 
Williamson’s Original Candy Kitchen. 

The Gatesinger Company, Ltd. begins 2017 with 
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee.  
Tickets go on sale in February.  The play will be 
presented the end of March and beginning of 
April.  Visit www.gateshall.com for more 
information. 

Each year Homecoming and Garage Sale 
weekends are on the calendar for July and 
September, respectively; and the very popular 
Cemetery Tour will be in October. 

In addition, this year there will be a home tour, 
Beauty and Bounty of Pultneyville Home Tour, on 
June 10.  More information is included in this 
newsletter. 

Jackie Walker was nominated and elected as W-
PHS President in November.   You can read 
Jackie’s column on page 3.  Also, Jackie plans to 
have the monthly W-PHS meetings advertised and 
known as "monthly membership meeting and 
program." The first five minutes of the meetings 
will be used to update the membership on board 
business or other announcements of which  the 
membership should be aware. This will begin with 
the February meeting.   

 

 

We celebrate 150 years of dramatics presented in 
historic Gates Hall this year.  A wonderful 
milestone for the community.  Future newsletters 
and eBlasts will keep you informed of upcoming 
events. 

As you’ll note in this newsletter, there is much 
about volunteering. Many people shy away from 
volunteering because they feel the commitment 
might be too much.  This newsletter highlights 
opportunities for spending as little as one or two 
hours during the year helping the Society.   If you 
want more information or would like to contact 
someone regarding a certain “job,” you will note 
that email addresses for Chairs are on the last page 
of the newsletter. As Peter Evans put it in his 
thoughts on volunteering, “If you are fearful that 
once you volunteer, people will ask you to do 
more.  Yes, this is a possibility and does happen 
sometimes. Just say no and thank you very much 
but I am doing what I can right now. People will 
respect that, and it’s much better than doing 
nothing.” 

You will receive six newsletters during the year to 
keep you informed of events and programs.  The 
newsletters will be for the combined months of: 
January/February; March/April; May/June; July/
August; September/October; and November/
December.  eBlasts will be sent as reminders and 
to give you any updates. 

Comments, suggestions and ideas for articles are 
always welcome.   

Happy New Year! 
The Editor 
 

 

 2017—A New Year 
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February 
February 1 - Program at Gates Hall. Michael 
Harland - stories found while researching family 
ancestors. 

March 
March 8 - TBD 

April 
April 5 - Dutch Dinner at the Pultneyville Reformed 
Church 

 
Tour and History of the Williamson Original Candy 
Kitchen—date to be announced. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Programs and Events 

W-PHS Board Meetings 
The Board meets at the W-PHS House on the 
fourth Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
2017 Meeting Dates: 
January 23 
February 27 
March 27 
April 24 
May 22 
June 26 
July 24 
August 28 
September 25 
October 23 
November 27 
      

 

 

W-PHS Program at Gates Hall  

February 1, 7 PM 

 

Raymond DeHond was one of 89 boys from Williamson 
who served in the military during WWI.  Ray kept a diary of his 
experience in the war and had many photographs.  Ray's 
grandson, Michael Harland, found Ray's diary a couple of years 
ago and transcribed the diary into a document which now includes 
Ray's photographs and Michael's research.  Michael will give a 
slide presentation which will tell of Ray's experience (in 
photographs): leaving Williamson; basic training at Camp Dix; 
his transit through England; being stationed in France; the 
occupation of Germany; and his return home. Come and enjoy 
some interesting photographs and stories of a local boy named 
Ray DeHond. 

The public is invited.  Refreshments will be served following the 
program. 

  Photo of Raymond DeHond 
 
           Dottie Howland 
           Program Chair 
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Message from W-PHS President 

Jackie Walker 

“My Turn” 

 

Happy New Year to each of you and best wishes for a healthy one! 

If you attended the annual meeting in November, you saw we elected officers for 2017. Many were 
surprised when I accepted the nomination for the position of President. So I thought I would tell you why. 

Simply put, it was “my turn.”  What do I mean by that? I am sure most of you know that since I retired in 
1998, I have volunteered for a number of projects for the Society. Complex ones to boot. Bylaws, job 
descriptions, name change, membership definition and procedures, collections procedures, and archives 
mapping, to mention a few. I volunteered to either lead or participate in such projects to build the 
organizational infrastructure of the Society. From the bottom up so to speak. Thus, I have avoided being 
nominated for President, Vice President, etc., so I could address key organizational needs as I saw them. 

Also, factored into “my turn” decision was the reality that we are a 100% volunteer Society. Volunteer 
Societies can only exist long term if all the existing members (as they are able) take the “my turn” attitude 
to participating with the team and completing the many tasks or the few positions it takes to run the 
Society. Notice I said all. Not just the same few who always step up.  

This year one of our priorities will be membership. Not only acquiring new members but having all 
existing (not just some) members participate in some needed activity. Making “my turn” a contagious 
reality in the Society. And with this, having fun as we work together.  

You will be hearing more about the membership drive in the future from Kathy and Jim McCaig, our 
membership co-chairs. In addition to our usual events (Homecoming, Garage Sale, Cemetery Tour, and 
Christmas Program), the Society will sponsor a House Tour on June 10th. You can order tickets on line at  
www.w-phs.com. And shortly, you will notice a new look to our website. 

Be sure to watch the website and your newsletters for all the exciting programs planned by Dottie Holland, 
our program Chair.  

I wish to thank Lynda Parmelee for serving as Secretary this year, Julie Sorrells, who will serve as 
Treasurer until mid-year, and Debbie Parts who will take over Treasurer responsibilities from mid-year 
until year end. 

If you have feedback, suggestions or guidance for me in my role as President, please do not hesitate to 
contact me Mobile—315-576-5773, Home—315-589-8160 or email—jw4cats@aol.com 

Jackie Walker 

 

Condolences 
 
W-PHS offers condolences to Jim McCaig on the loss of his father and Lorraine Lewis on the 
loss of her mother.  

http://www.w-phs.com


 

PAGE 4 WILLIAMSON-PULTNEYVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER  JAN/FEB 2017  

 

 

 
 

December 7, 2016 Christmas Program—Recap 
 
As befitting the season, historic Gates Hall was 
festively decorated when The Lake Effect Choral 
group, under the direction of Lois Fiegl, 
presented a program of Christmas music on 
Wednesday evening, December 7. Accompanied 
by Janet Follette on the piano, the group 
performed music from many periods and 
centuries.  Especially notable was the 17th 
century piece "To Drive the Cold Winter Away" 
that was accented by Ashley Chapin on the 
piccolo. The concert concluded with an audience 
participation piece that melded together such 
favorites as "Deck the Hall," "Joy to the World," 
and "Angels We Have Heard on High." This 
uplifting program sent all away musically primed 
for the Christmas season. 

 

Refreshments were served following the program, and, in the spirit 
of giving, non-perishable food items were collected for the Come-
Unity Center. 

 

Thank you to The Lake Effect Choral for their wonderful music 

 
 

Winter Chat with the 

Gardeners 

If you’ve been thinking about joining the gardening 
group, here’s a chance to join us without having to do 
any actual gardening. Sometime in February the group 
gets together for a cup of coffee and a winter “catch 
up” chat. We meet at the Pultneyville Deli, usually 
during the early afternoon and talk a little about plans 
for the grounds and lots about how the winter has gone 
so far.  If you’d like to be included, send an e-mail to 
me and I’ll put you on the list.  My e-mail is 
susser1@yahoo.com. There’s no obligation to come 
every gardening day; we all have busy lives and the 
make-up of the group changes every week. New faces 
are always welcome!! 

Lynda Parmelee 
Groundsmaster 

Hoffman Foundation  

Grant Awarded 
 

W-PHS has been awarded a $500 grant from the 
Hoffman Foundation for restoration of windows 
in Gates Hall.  The Society greatly appreciates 
this grant, which will assist with the ongoing 
window repair necessary for the Hall. 

Thank You 

To all new members and new business members 
and  

All members and business members for your 
membership renewal 

mailto:susser1@yahoo.com
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MEMBERSHIP 

Happy New Year everybody!  The holidays were 
such a great time—full of good times, fond 
memories and wonderful family reunions.  Many 
people also celebrated birthdays, anniversaries, new 
family arrivals, and dare I say a chance to kick back 
and relax?  Not too many of you yet had that 
chance?  Well, let’s make that a New Year 
resolution! 

Speaking of New Year resolutions, the historical 
society can really use your volunteering help.  You 
may not realize it, but there are so many tasks to be 
done each year.  Help is needed with the spring 
spruce up of the grounds and house;  being a 
museum greeter;  meeting on Monday mornings to 
spruce up the garden beds;  baking or serving pies; 
or raking leaves in the fall, just to name a few.  
There are also seasonal committees for 
Homecoming, Annual Garage Sale Day, Cemetery 
Tour, and this year, our first annual Home Tour.   
Would you like to help with fundraising, publicity, 
program planning, or membership?   Are you a 
history buff?  You might want to volunteer to help 
with archives.  Do you like to work in retail?  We 
have a museum gift shop.  Nothing requires a long-
term commitment.  Some tasks require just a few 
hours of your time; others might require a couple of 
days over a period of a couple of months.  You don’t 
even need to make a commitment to any one of the 
many tasks which comes up during the year.  Just let 
us know if you would like to be contacted as needs 
arise during the upcoming year.  Every task becomes 
so much easier with many hands to complete it.  
This also gives you the opportunity to have fun as 
you get together with your friends and community 
members!  If you are willing to pitch in, let us know.  
If you have a specific area or expertise you can 
share, let us know.  If you are willing to be called 
upon as a task comes up, let us know. Just send us 
an e-mail at kmccaig@gmail.com or give us a call 
at 315-904-4220.  We have a dedicated base group 
of members who try to do it all.  Let’s help them out 
and make this our volunteer year! 
 
We would also like to thank all who have renewed 
their W-PHS memberships for 2017!  Please help us 
make our goal of 100% renewal.  We are currently at 
60%.   We have added three new members to our 
membership base!  Welcome to Donna and David 
Lyon, Julian Ruiz, Jr., and Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey 
Smith.   We have also added seven new business  

 

members!   Welcome to Alard Equipment, 
Cavallaro-Neubauer Chevrolet, Doug’s Car 
Wash, Fox Fruit Farm, Good Old Days Country 
Shop, Orbaker’s Drive-In, and Wilbert’s U-Pull 
It.   

Each of you can also help our membership expand.  
Ask your neighbors and family members to join.  
We have so many informational programs that are 
free to the public.  Our museum and grounds are 
open and free to the public.  Let’s keep our town 
history alive for generations to come! 

Jim & Kathy McCaig 
Membership Chairs 
 
 

Opportunities for you to get involved: 
 
Oral History  
The oral history committee is looking for volunteers 
who would enjoy interviewing some of our area 
senior citizens to document their memories of 
Williamson and Pultneyville.  The job includes 
taping the interview and transferring to a disc, taking 
a picture, and cataloging everything for placement in 
the W-PHS archives.  Possibly you are interested in 
teaming up and doing interviews with a partner.  
Any help would be welcome! Contact Laraine 
Frohlich, dfrohlic@rochester.rr.com 

 

Homecoming  
Planning will begin for the 2017 Homecoming 
Festival in early February. This is a community 
affair/event so in no way is it restricted to just W-
PHS members. The Parade Chair this year will be 
Jim McCaig. On the morning of the parade, he will 
need six to ten helpers to assist with parade line-up 
at the fire house. We can also use people at the 
various barriers along the parade route to stop and 
control traffic during the parade….there are never 
enough people to do this…it is a job that only takes 
about an hour to an hour and a half. Not a huge 
commitment. 
Contact Peter Evans for information on volunteers 
needed for the various areas of Homecoming.  
pkevans@eznet.net 
 

  

mailto:kmccaig@gmail.com
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 Opportunities for you to get involved: 
Kathy Fedick, Cemetery Tour Chair, can always use 
more help directing traffic to the parking areas 
during the two tour nights. Even volunteering for just 
one evening is a real help. 

Staffing a table in the park during Homecoming or 
Garage Sale helps increase our historical society’s 
presence during these events. Plus, you get to talk to 
your friends and neighbors as they stroll through the 
park.  

Property Chair, Sue-Jane Evans, is happy to have 
volunteers as house sitters/guides during 
Homecoming, Garage Sale or any other Friday, 
Saturday, or Sunday afternoon in the summer. It’s 
one of the pleasantest ways to spend a couple hours 
on a Sunday afternoon. 

 

The W-PHS Garden Group appreciates an extra 
weeder or planter. The volunteers really enjoy the 
time they spend together each week. Again, the time 
involved is as little or as much as you wish to make 
it. Come once, a few times or every week—it’s up 
to you. Lynda Parmelee is our Groundsmaster. 

Day of Caring Day is in May. We can always use 
more people to work alongside the “busy beavers” 
from Xerox.  Again, spend as much time as you like 
on that day. 

The list goes on and on and none is/are 
onerous….you offer only what you want….and 
most of the activities are very social and fun.  

 

Have you always wanted to get a peek at the 
inside of these lovely homes?  See these and 
more at the June 10, 2017, Beauty and Bounty 
of Pultneyville Home Tour.  You will visit 
homes that highlight the beauty of lakefront 
living and those that reflect the history related 
to the bountiful fruit farming that our unique 
location supports.   
 
 

 
Beauty and Bounty of Pultneyville  

Home Tour 
 
 
Tickets are available now on line at  
http://w-phs.eventbrite.com 
 
Thank you to the participating homeowners: 
Betty Ann Becker 
Charlie & Carol Burkwit 
Larry & Kathy Fedick 
Keith & Sandy Herman 
Joe Kozloski & Linda Perkins 
Paul & Pat Naliwajek 
Charlie & Sue Vecchio 
 

The William Shipley House  
Home of Paul & Pat Naliwajek 

Home of Larry & Kathy Fedick 

http://w-phs.eventbrite.com
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BASIC Membership Form 

Williamson-Pultneyville Historical Society 

January 1, 2017, to December 31, 2017 

Please complete this 2017 BASIC Membership form 
and return it with your payment to our address 
below.  

Date ______________________________ 

Name ______________________________________________________ 

Phone (________) ________________________ 

email______________________________________________________ 
(Required to receive newsletters) 
email for additional household member: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address __________________________________________ 

City/Town ________________________________________________ 

State _______________________________  Zip ___________________ 

Member Benefits 
 6 Newsletters per year 
 Free programs and exhibits 
Sustainer/ Benefactor Membership  Additional Benefits 
Sustainer—Two free Gatesinger performance tickets. 
Benefactor—One free use of Gates Hall per year as 
approved by W-PHS. 

 New Membership  Renewal  
Number of people  in your household: __________ 
Basic Membership Categories:  
 Friend $25.00/yr.           Patron $50.00/yr. 
 Sustainer $100.00/yr.     Benefactor $250.00/yr. 

Enclosed is my money order or check for $______________  
(Dues and donations are tax deductible.) 

Please sign here: 
__________________________________________ Date ____________ 
Your Signature 

Mail this form and your payment to:  
Williamson-Pultneyville Historical Society 
ATTN: Membership Chairperson 
PO Box 92 
Pultneyville, NY 14538 
Please check areas of interest. 
___Homecoming / Garage Sale          Other__________________________ 
___Cemetery Tour                                            ___________________________ 
___Museum / Archives Activities 
___Publicity / Fundraising Activities 
___Buildings / Grounds Upkeep 
___Program Planning / Museum Guide 
___Gift Shop 
___Membership  
___Officer / Committee Chair 

BUSINESS Membership Form 

Williamson-Pultneyville Historical Society 

January 1, 2017, to December 31, 2017 

Please complete this 2017 BUSINESS Membership 
form and return it with your payment to our  
address below.  

Date ______________________________ 

Name ____________________________________________________ 

Phone (________) ________________________ 

email____________________________________________________ 
(Required to receive newsletters) 

Mailing Address _______________________________________ 

City/Town _____________________________________________ 

State _____________________________  Zip _________________ 

Business Membership Categories: 
 Business Friend $75.00/yr. 
 Business Benefactor $250.00/yr. 
 
Additional Donation $_________ for ___________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

Enclosed is my money order or check for $___________  
(Dues and donations are tax deductible.) 

Please sign here: 

__________________________________________ Date __________ 
Your Signature 
Business Benefits of Membership 
 All Business categories: 6 Newsletters per year, free 

programs and exhibits. 

 Business Friends: Business card listing in 6 
Newsletters per year. 

 Benefactors: Business card listing in 6 Newsletters 
per year and one free use of Gates Hall per year as 
approved by W-PHS. 

Mail this form and your payment to:  
Williamson-Pultneyville Historical Society 
ATTN: Membership Chairperson 
PO Box 92 
Pultneyville, NY 14538 
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W-PHS Proud Business Partners 

  4098 
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W-PHS Proud Business Partners 
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W-PHS Proud Business Partners 

ORBAKER’S DRIVE-IN 
 

“A Williamson Landmark since 1932” 
 
Come and enjoy a cup of hot soup and 
a great cheeseburger on these cold 
days! 
 

TAKE OUR COUPON FOR A RIDE. 
 
—————————————————--
  

BUY ONE — GET ONE FREE 
  

Ice cream cone or delicious Sundae 
 

ORBAKER’S — Route 104, Williamson 
 

Valid through March 1, 2017 

Protect Your Investment from the Elements! 
4062 Ridgeway St., Williamson                                                                        Phone 589-8938 

 

 

 

 

 

• Automatic Open 7 Days a Week             • Self Service Open 24 Hours 

New & Improved Drying & Spot FREE Rinse! 

Business Members: 

Good Old Days Country Shop, 7643 Jay Street, Pultneyville 

Fox Fruit Farm, 3635 Lake Road, Williamson 

Alard Equipment Corp., 6483 Lake Avenue, Williamson 



The mission of the Williamson-Pultneyville Historical Society is to nurture and 
share the history of the township of Williamson through preserving and 
protecting select historic structures, landmarks, objects and written materials 
that reflect the unique heritage of this community. 

F ormed in 1964 and 
chartered in 1971, the 

Williamson-Pultneyville 
Historical Society has as 
its mission to nurture and 
share the history of the 
Township of Williamson 
through preserving and 
protecting select historic 
structures, landmarks, 
objects and written 
materials that reflect the unique heritage of this community. 
 
The Society is located in a landmark dwelling known as the 
Auchampaugh home at 4130 Mill St. This house was built for 
Harvey Auchampaugh about 1858 by Russell Cole, a local 
blacksmith and builder. Auchampaugh was a prominent 
businessman in the hamlet, a harness maker, drugstore proprietor 
and Postmaster for several years.  
 
Rooms in the home contain exhibits, archived information, a gift 
shop and business office. The Society House is regularly open the 
third weekend in June through the second weekend in September, 
Friday through Sunday, 1-4 p.m., by appointment and throughout 
Homecoming weekend and during the Annual Community Garage 
Sale. 

on the web: www.w-phs.org 

phone: 315.589.9892 

address: 4130 Mill Street, PO Box 92                    

 Pultneyville, NY 14538 

WILLIAMSON-PULTNEYVILLE HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 

W-PHS Officers, Committee Chairs and 

Key Personnel 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Officers 

 
President– Jackie Walker jw4cats@aol.com 

Vice President—TBD 

Treasurer  

Julie Sorrells    wsorrells@yahoo.com 

Recording Secretary 

Lynda Parmelee  susser1@yahoo.com 

Corresponding Secretary  

Linda Perkins  perkinsl@rochester.rr.com 

Nominating Chair—TBD 

……………………………………………… 
Committee Chairs and Key Personnel 

 
Membership Chairs 

Jim & Kathy McCaig         kmccaig@gmail.com  

Program Chair 

Dottie Howland    peridot@rakedsouthgarden.com 

Publicity Chair 

Lorraine Lewis lvl3163@aol.com 

Finance/Audit Chairs 

Julie Sorrells                     wsorrells@yahoo.com 

Property Chair 

Sue-Jane Evans sjkevans@mail.com 

 Grounds 

        Lynda Parmelee susser1@yahoo.com  

 Buildings 

        David Higgs dhiggs3@rochester.rr.com 

Town Historian 

Perry Howland peridot@rakedsouthgarden.com 

Collections Chairs 

Lenore Youngman LLYoungman@aol.com 

Irene Bierer ibierer@rochester.rr.com 

Archives Project Leaders 

Lenore Youngman LLYoungman@aol.com 

Irene Bierer ibierer@rochester.rr.com 

Office 

Jackie Walker jw4cats@aol.com 

Web Site Coordinator 

Jackie Walker jw4cats@aol.com 

Gift Shop Coordinator 

TBD 

Hospitality Chairs 

Judie Verplank mburke28@gmail.com 

Betty Morley bettymorley1@gmail.com  

Committee Chairs and Key Personnel 
 

 

Town Liaison 

Perry Howland     peridot@rakedsouthgarden.com 

Vendor Coordinator—Homecoming/Garage Sale 

Linda Perkins perkins1@rochester.rr.com 

Oral History Project Leader 

Laraine Frohlich dfrohlic@rochester.rr.com 

Newsletter Editor 

Sandra Zeman        szeman001@rochester.rr.com 

Newsletter Distribution 

Sandra Zeman szeman001@rochester.rr.  

House Supplies 

David & Laraine Frohlich  dfrohlic@rochester.rr.com 

Grants 

Sandra Zeman  szeman001@rochester.rr.com 

Cemetery Tour Chair 

Kathy Fedick      kathyfedick@gmail.com 

2017 House Tour Chair 

Debbie Parts     Dparts@peterparts.com 

2017 Homecoming Leader 

Peter Evans     pkevans@eznet.net 

 

TBD– Special Committees, Fundraising Chair,  

Garage Sale Chair 
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