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From Your President
As we seem to be swiftly
moving through 2020, we
find ourselves fast moving
towards the sights and
sounds of Fall. Enjoying
lush flower and fresh
produce gardens over the
summer, and with a bountiful cherry crop behind us,
our area fruit growers are about to begin this year’s
harvest from the apple orchards that dot the
landscape throughout our community ... an annual
agricultural ritual for over 200 years in our area of
which we remain proud.
Despite a multitude of COVID-19 consequences and
challenges, it has been a memorable summer of
frame-worthy sunrises and sunsets, beyond beautiful
cloud formations and even water spouts. Staying
close to home and respectful of CDC and state
mandates and guidelines, some have enjoyed their
front porches and backyards like never before; while
others have enjoyed the beach and new clubhouse at
the Pultneyville Mariners Club; or hiking the
Cornwall Preserve and other local trails; picnicking
at B. Forman Park; the Carillon Concerts from the
bell tower of Pultneyville Reformed Church; and the
Pultneyville Methodist outdoor choir practice and
hymn sings. All in an effort to be safe in the great
outdoors while communing with nature in the
beautiful summer weather that we have appreciated,
which thankfully enabled us to take advantage of
socially distanced events.
And yes, as we often hear, even in the most difficult
of times, history does repeat itself! Having stood
the test of time, in mid-August the Almayza once
again tested the waters in the Pultneyville harbor
and now once again sails the waters of Lake Ontario
just as she first did in the late 1800’s. Once owned
by the Cornwall family, the Almayza has been
painstakingly and lovingly restored by Keith

Herman, along with assistance from good friend, the
late Jim McCaig, after this vessel sat in a barn for
more than fifty years. The restoration of this sleek
vessel built in Pultneyville by the Cornwall family
has been a five year effort. Should you wonder
what the name implies, it was named for Fred
Cornwall, Sr’s niece, Alice Waters, and his two
sisters, May and Eliza Cornwall . . . names near and
dear of older generation Pultneyville families.
What a joy to think that she sails in all her glory
once again in her home waters. This is another
special moment in time which marks Pultneyville’s
nautical history as the Almayza gracefully sets
sail in 2020 under her original sails over 120 years
later.
While some of the things I mention may not be
historical society efforts, they are special moments
in our local history amidst some challenging times
worth noting.
They show the resiliency of our
community and our ability to adjust to
circumstances beyond our control in uncertain
times.
The Williamson-Pultneyville Historical Society
once again opened its exhibits to the public on
August 2 and plans to remain open every Sunday
from 1-4p.m. through Columbus Day Weekend. It
has been gratifying to share our local history with
visitors, and we thank each and every one for
respecting our COVID-compliant requirements so
that we may continue serving our public.
Recently, I had the pleasure of meeting with Jeremy
Cummings, the newly elected President of the
Gatesinger Co., Ltd. While their performance
schedule has been canceled for the remainder of the
season, they continue to plan ways to present
performances
safely
given
COVID-19
restrictions. Realizing that the time may have come
to change traditions, they too are exploring new
(Continued on page 2)
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(From Your President continued)

ways to ensure success in these turbulent everchanging times and are looking forward to continuing
their relationship with W-PHS as Artists In Residence
at Gates Hall.
Social media continues to play a role in strengthening
our outreach efforts. When I recently noticed a name I
had not seen before commenting on one of our a
Facebook posts, I immediately asked Allison Bonner
Reed from Arkansas, if she might have a tie to the
community . . . and sure enough, she did! She is a
descendant of the Arnold Dunning family who once
lived on Jay Street in the home where W-PHS
members, Brenda and Bill Walvoord, currently
reside.
Thus, the article you will find in this
newsletter! As social media continues to bring our
world closer together, we are blessed to connect the
dots and make connections that we might not
otherwise have ever made, which help us to better tell
our story. Thank you, for your interest, Allison, and
for sharing your family information and photos.
It gives me great pleasure to assure you that despite
cancelations and inconveniences over the last six
months, W-PHS continues its work to further our
mission. While maybe not in traditional ways, but
with outdoor meetings, Zoom meetings and con-calls,
we feel fortunate to continue efforts to move our
society forward.
As we look to the future, W-PHS will hold its annual
meeting on WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4th at
7p.m. As always, the meeting will include Committee
and Officer Reports and the Election of Officers.
Please note, however, that it will be held in Gates Hall
where we can social distance; and due to consequences
of COVID-19, it will regrettably, not include the
Harvest Dinner portion of the evening this year.
With the season of Summer coming to a close, may we
count our bountiful blessings as begin the harvest
season.
While seasons come, and seasons go, let us remember
that, to everything there is a season. We are in these
difficult times together; and we look forward to our
continued support of each other, and to your continued
support of W-PHS until we can fully resume annual
activities, fundraising efforts and our regular
programs.
Regards, Nan—Nanette P. Hance, President

“Meet the Spirits” Cemetery Tour
Friday, October 2nd
Tours at 7, 8 and 9p.m.
Stroll through Pultneyville’s Lakeview Cemetery
and meet friendly spirits from the area’s historic
past under a beautiful October sky. Learn about
this cast of characters, who were instrumental in
carving out the town’s early history, from their
final resting place in this historic Pultneyville
cemetery.
Please note that given COVID compliant
requirements,
MASKS
and
SOCIAL
DISTANCING are REQUIRED. FOOD and
BEVERAGES are PROHIBITED on cemetery
grounds; and for contact tracing purposes, all
attendees will be required to complete and sign a
form at time of check-in.
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED by September 27.
Please call 315.589.9892 and
leave name,
number, preferred tour time and number in party.
Reservations will be on a first-come, first-served
basis until tours are filled. Your call will be
returned to confirm reservation.
Tickets are to be paid for at time of check-in at
Lakeview Cemetery, 3967 Lake Road,
Pultneyville. Cost of tickets: $6.00 adults; 18 and
under $2.00; children under 5 free.
Please bring flashlight and umbrella if needed and
follow parking directions.
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Upcoming Programs and Events
Please note changes:
October 2 —Cemetery Tour—Lakeview Cemetery,
Pultneyville, 7, 8 and 9 p.m. tours
November 4—Annual Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Gates
Hall
December Christmas Potpourri - more information
to come.

STAY CURRENT!

For updates throughout these continuing
uncertain times regarding W-PHS, please
access the Williamson-Pultneyville Historical
Society Facebook page and our website at
www.w-phs.org.

Programs continued to be canceled at this time. However, stay tuned in case there are any changes.
Dottie Howland, Program Chair

Williamson-Pultneyville Historical Society House Open Sundays
Step back into the 19th century when you enter the Williamson-Pultneyville Historical Society's house at
4130 Mill Street in the Hamlet of Pultneyville. Overlooking the former commercial harbor and official port
of entry that was bustling in the mid 1800's, the house and exhibits are open to the public every Sunday
from 1 to 4 p.m. through Columbus Day.
In the hamlet's heyday, the house was owned by Harvey Auchampaugh, having been built for
Auchampaugh by Russell Cole, who had constructed a number of houses in the area, all of them in the
Greek style. Auchampaugh was a harness maker, drug store owner, and served as postmaster for a number
of years.
Wooden models depicting screw propeller prototypes and ship hull designs greet visitors entering the main
exhibit area. All were created by Horatio N. Throop, first white child born in the township. Captain Throop
lived a short distance away from Auchampaugh in a cobblestone house that continues to stand today. As
you examine and read about the accomplishments of this remarkable man, it's hard not to admire what he
created and accomplished without the technology of today.
If you're into ship wrecks, then by all means visit the St. Peter exhibit. Artifacts recovered by Deepstar
Divers of this 1898 wreck off the shores of Pultneyville were cleaned and preserved by members of the
Society.
Outside at the rear of the house is one of few local War of 1812 Bicentennial Peace Gardens. Created and
dedicated by society members with creative 'green thumbs' in 2012, the garden speaks of the time in 1814
when Pultneyville was attacked by British warships during this conflict.
These and other exhibits help to tell the story not only of Pultneyville, but the Town of Williamson and
Wayne County. There is no admission, but due to the current situation throughout our country, face masks
and social distancing are required.
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A Spirited Stroll
It was a hot and humid Sunday when Williamson
Town Historian Perry Howland and wife Dottie
decided to break out of their “Pandemic Paralysis”
and visit some of the cemeteries in Williamson. We
began in the Ridge Chapel Cemetery on the southeast
corner of Ridge and Ridge Chapel Roads. Familiar
and unfamiliar local names appeared, including that
of Kenneth K. Orbaker, Williamson native killed in
WW I. Ironically the Williamson-Pultneyville
Historical Society was gifted with one of Orbaker's
still-life paintings that will be on display at their
house museum at 4130 Mill Street in Pultneyville
once it has been reconditioned. Four Sundays later,
we had traversed the entire cemetery, finding
information on some of the stones that required
further research.
Our next stop was Pleasant View Cemetery on the
corner of Locust Street and Ridge Road. Once again
we found gravestones with familiar names, and one
that left us both in a quandary. On the stone of Josiah
Dunning, “Soldier of the Revolution,” was a listing of
his children. Son Allen was born in 1778 and died in
1861. Was Allen, Josiah, Ebenezer, or Lyman a
soldier who served in the Civil War? Oh for someone
to give us the answer to this vexing question. Check
out the Dunning marker photo, and/or other sites for
yourself. Both GAR and US metal markers were
located at the base of the tombstone, leading one to
believe so but.....
And irony of ironies, the day we found the Dunning
stone, listing both the Revolutionary War Battles of
Bennington and Ticonderoga, was August 16, the
anniversary day of the Vermont Battle of Bennington
fought in 1777.
We're not finished with Pleasant View, and we know
that early town physician Josiah Bennett is buried
near the center of the cemetery. Bennett Street was
named for the Bennett family, which also included
former Wayne County Sheriff John Paul Bennett.
Portraits of Josiah and wife Ruth, along with very
comprehensive history of the pair and their offspring,
are located in the Williamson-Pultneyville Historical
Society House. The House is currently open on
Sundays from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. through Columbus
Day.
Perry and Dottie Howland
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The Dunning Family of Jay Street, Pultneyville
The article, beginning on page 6, was submitted by
Allison Bonner Reed from Arkansas.
Arnold and Froneca Dunning, who lived on Jay Street
in the mid 1800’s, were Allison’s third greatgrandparents, and their son Jacob was her second great
-grandfather. The Dunnings lived in the Jay Street
home where W-PHS members, Bill and Brenda
Walvoord, currently reside. Thank you, Allison, for
sharing your local family history with our
membership!
The earliest known reference to this property, often
referred to as the Dunning property, on file in the
Archives of the Historical Society, is a scan of the
Indenture, which still remains in the home on Jay
Street, documenting its sale on the eighteenth day of
April 1842 by Jeremiah B. and Rachel M. Selby to
Jacob Hinolf for $250.00. In addition to other sources,
the 1850 Census indicates that Arnold Dunning lived
at this location at that time, which today is 7837 Jay
Street.

Dunning home on Jay Street, believed to be from
the mid-1960s before the addition was added to
the north.
Courtesy of Bill and Brenda Walvoord

Nan Hance

Scan of the Indenture
(Dunning Home continued on next page)
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(Dunning Home continued)

The Dunning Family of Jay Street, Pultneyville
Submitted by Allison Bonner Reed
from Arkansas

On June 25, 1845, the Dutch ship “Fanny” reached its destination in New York after carrying nearly 300
passengers across the Atlantic from Amsterdam. Among those arriving that day were Arnold Dunning, his
wife Froneca, and their 4-month-old son Jacob.
This Dutch family of three hailed from Sluis in the province of Zeeland in the Netherlands. Arnold and
Froneca had just celebrated a year of marriage the month before their arrival to America.
They eventually settled in Pultneyville, where they lived on Jay Street near Pig Lane. In fact, in an early
account of Pultneyville that was given by Miss Alice E. Walters and later reprinted in The Williamson Sun
and The Williamson Sentinel on November 8, 1951, “Pig Lane” was so named because of the large drove of
pigs that Arnold ran next to his house.

From “The Williamson Sun and The Williamson Sentinel,” November 8, 1951, page 9.
Image source: https://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lccn/sn88074529/1951-11-08/ed-1/seq-9/

Arnold and Froneca Dunning had six children:
Jacob John Dunning - born 1845 in Sluis, NL
Francis S. Dunning (Frank) - born 1846 in NY
John - born 1848 in NY
Abram - born 1850 in NY
Marie - born 1852 in NY
Catharine - born 1855 in NY

Jacob John Dunning, January 5, 1870
Source: Personal Family Photo
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(Dunning Home continued)

Jacob John Dunning (standing) and two unidentified men (seated) 1865.
Source: Personal Family Photo

Their two oldest sons, Jacob and Frank, were whalers as young men, and their whaling voyages were
chronicled in the local paper at that time.

From “The Commercial Press,” December 1862
Image source: http://wayne.nygenweb.net/williamson/oldpulteneyvillenews5.html

From “The Commercial Press,” January 1865
Image source: http://wayne.nygenweb.net/williamson/oldpulteneyvillenews9.html

From “The Commercial Press,” January 1866
Image source: https://wayne.nygenweb.net/williamson/oldpulteneyvillenews11.html

SEPT/OCT 2020

WILLIAMSON-PULTNEYVI LLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

PAGE 8

(Dunning Home continued)
According to one early account of life in Pultneyville in 1862, Arnold worked at the B. Todd & Sons Store
and had been with them for many years. Located at the east end of the village, the B. Todd & Sons Store
consisted of a grocery department, dry goods, and clothing.
From “The Williamson Sun and The Williamson Sentinel,” May 16, 1935, pages 2 and 3.
https://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lccn/sn88074529/1935-05-16/ed-1/seq-2/png/
https://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lccn/sn88074529/1935-05-16/ed-1/seq-3/png/
Arnold and Froneca’s house on Jay Street was a topic of local interest when Arnold added a second story to
the house in 1863.

From “The Commercial Press,” November 1863
http://wayne.nygenweb.net/williamson/oldpulteneyvillenews7.html
Froneca, who was listed by various first names including Betsey, Plona, and Pelona, passed away sometime
after 1870. Arnold then moved to Kalamazoo, Michigan, where he married Pieternella Susanna DeClark on
June 20, 1878. He passed away in Kalamazoo on June 15, 1903, and was buried at Lakeview Cemetery in
Pultneyville, New York.

From “The Wayne County Journal,” June 25, 1903, page 2.
Image source: https://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lccn/
sn84031445/1903-06-25/ed-1/seq-2/
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Les Buell—Thank You!
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the village, as well as presenting a program on
Army medicine from the Revolutionary and Civil
War time periods. He is a trained Civil War
surgeon!
His most recent interaction with W-PHS is his gift
of over thirty years of bound copies of the past
Williamson Sun & Record newspapers. Thank
you!
Les says with sincere passion that he is “So-o-o-o
glad I decided to live, teach and stay in
Williamson.” Well, he’s not the only one who is
grateful for that decision!

Les Buell teaching a program about the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police.

Starting out in 1965 from SUNY Plattsburgh with
thirty-four years of teaching history in the Williamson
Central School District and three years as Middle
School Principal (only three, because he wanted to get
back into the classroom with the kids), Les Buell
brought his special verve to the Town of Williamson.
Perry Howland, Ralph (a chemist), Polly Baxendale,
and Les worked together to preserve the crossbar of
the St. Peter anchor after it was raised from the deep
and plunked upon terra firma at Hughes Marina.
In the summer of 1978, he joined with fellow teachers
Chuck Monsees and Perry Howland, under the
watchful eye of Rayburn Bush, to put a new roof on
Gates Hall. That turned out to be a much larger task
as school began in September and because of the
sagging roof timbers to be remedied as best they
could. He remembers dusting the snow from their
equipment when it was finally closed down in early
winter.
Les operated several pizza shops in Sodus and
Williamson with Perry, Chuck, and joined by Steve
Thomson. Then he was on to owning rental properties
in town. Never a dull moment.
Local people would call him to consult on the
arrowheads they found, mastodon and mammoth teeth,
and Les says he learned much of what he knows from
the wonderful people of Williamson. Chet Peters
schooled him in local village property history, and he
has used that information for the benefit of our
historical society, as he has conducted several tours of

Irene Bierer
Archivist

Thank You!
Barbara Henry for a
donation to W-PHS

Website for Burial Sites
and Biographies of NY Suffragists
An interactive website is now available:
womenandthevotenys.com
The website was developed to
honor the 100th anniversary of
the
19th
Amendment.
Included on the website are
activists who fought for
gender equality.
The intention of the website is
to connect past and present,
and to bring suffrage stories to
life.
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Fall on the Grounds
September and October are when the gardening season
begins to wind down. We will be doing final
trimming, raking and cutting back to get the gardens
ready for winter. The only project we will tackle is
planting of spring bulbs.
You may have noticed that the tulips we planted a few
years ago are not as showy as they used to be. This is
to be expected as most tulips flower well the first year
or two and then decline. To make a better show out
front we are going to plant daffodils and some
hyacinths. These will bloom and multiply and are not
attractive to deer like our tasty tulip blossoms.
Spring bulbs look best planted in groups so we will dig
8-10 big holes and put 8-10 bulbs in each hole. Next
spring there should be a nice display of color all across
in front of the picket fence.
The rhododendrons that we have moved and nurtured
are going to look better than ever in 2021. They have
set lots of buds and appreciate the elbow room they
have been given.
We continue to meet on Tuesday mornings for just an
hour—9 -10 a.m.– and the grounds have never looked
better! We welcome anyone who would like to join
us—no need for a long term commitment. Everyone
comes as their schedules allow so there is no pressure.
We keep our distance and enjoy each other’s company,
as we keep our part of Pultneyville looking spiffy.
Fall is a great time in the gardens—come and join us!
Lynda Parmelee
Groundsmaster

Suffragist Party Flag at the W-PHS House
Happy 100th Anniversary to the 19th Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States of America! On
August 26, 1920, the 19th Amendment was certified
into law by the US Secretary of State!
On June 16, 1919, New York State ratified the
proposed 19th Amendment to the Constitution. We
were the fifth state to do so. We recently celebrated

Tennessee, the 36th State, to ratify the 19th
Amendment on August 18, 1920, which was the
required number for the addition of the 19th
Amendment to the US Constitution.
The Williamson-Pultneyville Historical Garden
crew loves digging in the dirt, weeding, dead
heading and planting! In the spring of this year
they decided it was important to “pay attention” to
the 100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment and
started planting purple, white and yellow flowers
and encouraging others to do the same!
Neighbors got “onboard” and planted flowers in
pots and gardens and displayed the flag of the
National Woman’s Party.
The Woman's
Suffragist Party flag is at the W-PHS House and
Museum with wonderful support from the W-PHS
Board! There were women who fought, sacrificed
and went to jail to insure women would have the
right to vote. Let’s honor them and celebrate this
historic event in our nation!
Charlotte Buehler
Communications Committee, Facebook
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The mission of the Williamson-Pultneyville Historical Society is to nurture and share the history of the township of
Williamson through preserving and protecting select historic structures, landmarks, objects and written materials that
reflect the unique heritage of this community.

F

ormed in 1964 and chartered in 1971, the WilliamsonPultneyville Historical Society has as its mission to nurture and
share the history of the Township of Williamson through preserving
and protecting select historic structures, landmarks, objects and
written materials that reflect the unique heritage of this community.
The Society is located in a landmark dwelling known as the
Auchampaugh home at 4130 Mill St. This house was built for Harvey
Auchampaugh about 1858 by Russell Cole, a local blacksmith and
builder. Auchampaugh was a prominent businessman in the hamlet, a
harness maker, drugstore proprietor and Postmaster for several years.
Rooms in the home contain exhibits, archived information, a gift shop and business office. The Society
House is regularly open the third weekend in June through the first weekend in October, Friday through
Sunday, 1-4 p.m., by appointment and throughout Homecoming weekend and during the Annual
Community Garage Sale.

W-PHS Board Meetings Information and Program/Event Cancellation Policy
W-PHS Board meetings are scheduled to be held at the W-PHS House at 4130 Mill Street, Pultneyville at 7
p.m. Any W-PHS member in good standing may attend on a non-voting basis and can request to be placed
on the agenda for a specific purpose related to the Society.
The W-PHS Board meetings/program/event cancellation policy: From time to time there may be a need to
cancel a program, event or meeting because of weather.
Cancellation Criteria: Schools are closed and/or after school events are cancelled due to weather
(Williamson/Wayne County). W-PHS Programs/Events will be cancelled by the Program Chair.
Communication: The Program Chair will notify the President/Vice President and Communications Chair.
The Communications Chair will disseminate the information to the website and social media coordinators.
The Program Chair will notify the presenters of the event. The Program Chair will reschedule the program
(if possible) and the Communications Chair will disseminate the rescheduled time and date when it is
available. The President/Vice President will ensure the procedure is followed.

W-PHS Board Meetings 2020
January 27
February 24
March 30
April 27
May 18

June 22—4 pm-Pultneyville Reformed Church Pavilion
July 27—4 pm-Pultneyville Reformed Church Pavilion
August 31
September 28
October 26
November 23

At this time,
Board meetings
will not be held
at the
W-PHS House
due to COVID-19
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On the web: www.w-phs.org
phone: 315.589.9892
Williamson Pultneyville Historical Society
4130 Mill Street, PO Box 92, Pultneyville, NY 14538

W-PHS Officers

Officers

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary

Nanette Hance
Florence Doyle
Debra Parts
Jackie Walker
Linda Perkins

president@w-phs.org
fdoyle0407@gmail.com
debrap@peterparts.com
jw4cats@aol.com
perkinsl@rochester.rr.com

Standing Committee Chairs & Key Personnel
Nominating Chair

Cheryl Kline

cherylnp@aol.com

Membership Chair

Kathy McCaig

kmccaig@gmail.com

Program Chair

Dottie Howland

peridot@rakedsouthgarden.com

Communications Chair
Newsletter Editor
Press Releases
Publicity
Social Media
Website Coordinator

Sandra Zeman
Sandra Zeman
Ann Anthony
Kelly Klaritch
Charlotte Buehler
Amy VanPatten Begy

szeman001@rochester.rr.com
szeman001@rochester.rr.com
amanthony67@gmail.com
kklaritch@gmail.com
ckbuehler@icloud.com
amy@itclix.net

Audit Chair
Finance Chair
Property Chair
Exhibits Chair
Grounds
Town Historian/W-PHS Liaison
Education Liaison
Collections Mgmt. Chair
Archive Project Leaders
Office
Hospitality

TBD
Debra Parts
David Frohlich
Sue-Jane Evans
Lynda Parmelee
Perry Howland
Kim Garlock
TBD
Irene Bierer
Cheryl Kline
Dan Montondo
Jackie Walker
Betty Morley

debrap@peterparts.com
dfrohlic@rochester.rr.com
sjkevans@mail.com
susser1@yahoo.com
peridot@rakedsouthgarden.com
kgarlock@aol.com
LLYoungman@aol.com
ibierer@rochester.rr.com
cherylnp@aol.com
dan.montondo@rochester.rr.com
jw4cats@aol.com
bettymorley1@gmail.com

Homecoming Open Air Market
Vendors

Nanette Hance
Kelly Klaritch

president@w-phs.org
kklaritch@gmail.com

Oral History Project Leader
Laraine Frohlich
House Supplies
David & Laraine Frohlich
Grants
Sandra Zeman
4th Grade Walking Tour Chairs
TBD
Cemetery Tour Chair
Kathy Fedick
Gift Shop
Toni Baller
Garage Sale Chair
TBD
Garage Sale Coordinator
Linda Perkins
Gates Hall Fundraising Chair
Florence Doyle
Home Tour Chair
Debbie Parts

dfrohlic@rochester.rr.com
dfrohlic@rochester.rr.com
szeman001@rochester.rr.com
kathyfedick@gmail.com
tballer@rochester.rr.com
perkinsl@rochester.rr.com
fdoyle0407@gmail.com
debrap@peterparts.com
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