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From Your President  

 
As seasons continue to 
change, we find ourselves at 
the beginning of autumn 
after enjoying  a beautiful 
summer.  Along with fall 
comes a season of our 
favorite things for which we 
are grateful . . . sweaters, nature walks, pumpkin 
patches and lattes, changing and falling leaves, crisp 
mornings, bon fires on chilly nights, wine tastings 
and tours, apple cider and apple pies, a bountiful 
harvest and shorter days.  
 
Along with autumn comes a busy season for our 
historical society as we continue efforts to provide 
exceptional experiences for all.  One that offers 
something for everyone, as you will see from our list 
of events and activities found in this newsletter.  It is 
our hope that you, your family, friends and 
neighbors will attend and support our programs and 
events, or volunteer to help.   
 
Along with every new season comes change as we 
move forward in changing times.  It is with pride, 
amidst challenging periods over the last several 
years, that we remain proud of the fact that W-PHS 
continues to thrive as an all volunteer 501(c)(3) 
organization.  It is through the efforts of our 
volunteers that we keep moving ahead, and for that 
we are most thankful. 
 
In particular, we give thanks for the efforts of Sandy 
Zeman, who for the last decade has brought us the 
news of the Society as Newsletter Editor. This is 
Sandy’s last newsletter, and we applaud and 
celebrate her dedication and commitment to sharing 
our news with our membership and beyond, and we 
wish her well as she steps down from this volunteer 
role.  
 
 

 
Just as the seasons change, so do our needs and 
volunteers which are at the core of what we do.  
Please note that this is our last newsletter until a 
volunteer steps forward to accept the role as 
Newsletter Editor.   Should you be interested in 
learning what this entails, please contact Sandy who 
is willing to support this transition.  In the 
meantime, please watch your inbox for E-News 
messages as we will communicate to the best of our 
ability via email. 
 
W-PHS also is in need of volunteers to fill the 
following elected Officer and appointed Chair 
positions which are critical to the operation of the 
society: 
 
•Vice President 
•Development Officer 
•Fundraising Chair 
•Program Chair 
•Homecoming 2023 Chair 
 
As a member-driven historical society, we hope that 
in this season of change, you, as W-PHS members, 
will consider volunteering to accept one of the above 
positions to help us further efforts to keep our 
history alive and to maintain our historic properties. 
. . .  Gates Hall, the W-PHS house, and Centennial 
Park.   
 
Thank you as always for your support and 
consideration . . .  
 

Nan 

Nanette P. Hance, W-PHS President 
315.589.8873 
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W-PHS - Community Garage/Antique Sale - September 17 
Pultneyville and Surrounding Area 

Look for pink Garage Sale Signs 
9 am - 4 pm 

 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE……..  

Hold a sale at your home - $25 for W-PHS Home Sale Site.  You will receive a pink W-PHS garage sale 
sign to attract customers to your sale and to show that yours is an official W-PHS Home Sale Site. 

 
Sell in Centennial Park - Rent a space in Centennial Park or adjacent to Gates Hall for only $35.  Spaces 
are available on first come, first served basis (approximately 10x20). 
 
Contact Linda Perkins with any questions or if interested in a space for the garage sale, 315-589-3421 or  
e-mail perkinsl@rochester.rr.com    

Access  Facebook at facebook.com/WilliamsonPultneyvilleHistoricalSociety/ 
and/or    

website at www.w-phs.org for updates regarding W-PHS programs and events. 
 

Things to Do - Programs & Events 

 
September 7 –  W-PHS program Fife & Drum History, Gates Hall, 7 pm 

September 17 – Community Garage Sale  and Craft Beer Sale, Centennial Park and Gates Hall, 9am-
4pm (Craft beer - until sold out) 

September 25  – ROC City Ringers Bell Concert (Tickets online through 9/24, Gates Hall, 4 pm 

October 5 – W-PHS Program to be confirmed, Gates Hall, 7 pm  

October 7-10 –  I NY  - NY Fall Path Through History Weekend 

    W-PHS House open Fri, Sat, Sun and Mon, 1-4pm 

   Cider Pressing Event at W-PHS House – Monday, 1-4 pm 

   Gates Hall Tours –  Monday only, 1-4pm  

October 19 – Local Writers Reading Event at Gates Hall (free and open to the public), 7pm 

October 22 – Moonlight Cemetery Tours, 6:30, 7:30 and 8:30pm 

November 2 – W-PHS Annual Meeting, Gates Hall, 7 pm 

November 5 – Second Annual Get Your Holiday Jingle On event, Gates Hall 

November 27 – A Christmas Carol, Gates Hall, 4 pm, with pre-show prologue and informal audience 
chat from 3:15 to 3:50 pm, tickets online starting October 1. 

 

 

More information on these programs and events are in this newsletter. 

mailto:perkinsl@rochester.rr.com
https://m.facebook.com/WilliamsonPultneyvilleHistoricalSociety/
http://www.w-phs.org
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Fife & Drum . . . The Sound of History at Historic Gates Hall 
 
The September 7th Program  of the Williamson-Pultneyville Historical 
Society (W-PHS) will feature the C. A. Palmer Fife and Drum Corp., whose 
headquarters are in Williamson.  
 
Founded in 1961, the goal of the Corps has been to encourage and promote 
fifing and drumming as an early American art form and to remind the public of 
the role it played in the development of our nation. The purpose of the C. A. 
Fife and Drum Corps is to preserve and share the spirit of the art of ancient 
martial music which is an integral part of our heritage  

 
Steeped in history, this program is free and open to the public.  All are welcome to attend and enjoy the 
resounding military music of the fife and drum and learn about the historical significance of the 
instruments, uniforms, customs and traditions.  
 
W-PHS members and community residents of all ages are invited to attend what promises to be an 
exceptional experience at Gates Hall … the oldest, continuously active small community theatre in the 
United States.  Young musicians in the area are also welcome to join W-PHS for the evening and not only 
learn about fifing and drumming, but how they can become involved in the art of this music.  Home 
schoolers are also encouraged to attend and discover how they can receive music credit by participating in 
the C. A. Palmer Fife and Drum Corps. 
 
The September 7, 2022, Fife & Drum program will begin at 7pm at historic Gates Hall, a W-PHS 
landmark property, located at 4107 Lake Road in Pultneyville. 
 
 
 

ROC City Ringers in Gates Hall 
 
The Williamson-Pultneyville Historical Society is pleased to 
announce  that on Sunday, September 25, the ROC City Ringers, 
Rochester’s premiere handbell choir, will again perform at historic Gates 
Hall in Pultneyville at 4pm.  
 
The pure sound of bells ringing in this nearly 200 year old theatre will fill 
the air with music that goes well beyond traditional handbell music.  The 
group, whose love of ringing bells brought them together, will perform an 
eclectic mix of music from classical and pop to movie scores . . . and more. 
 
Advance sale tickets are $12 and are available for purchase through 
September 24 online at: 
www.w-phs.org or tickets will be $14 at the door the day of the event on a 
first come first served basis.  
 
Through the generosity of the ROC City Ringers, proceeds from this event will benefit the ongoing 
maintenance and restoration of historic Gates Hall . . . America’s  oldest, continuously active small 
community theatre, where history and the performing arts come alive together. 
 
Please note that doors will open for the 4pm concert at 3:45pm.   

http://www.w-phs.org
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Garage Sale and Craft Beer Sale 
 

Feeling thirsty?  Need to replenish your supply of NYS craft beers?  Curious to try some new craft beer 
flavors?  Once again W-PHS will be selling NYS craft beers at the annual garage sale on Saturday, 
September 17, 9:30 until sold out.  Look for us under the big red and white tent on the east side of Gates 
Hall.  We sold out by noon last year, so come early!!    
 
You may recall an earlier article about how 20 W-PHS members volunteered their time to wash about 
7700 glasses at both the NYS Craft Brewers Association and the Great American International Wine 
Competitions which are run by the Raise A Glass Foundation, also known as RAG.  Through that effort, 
we were the lucky recipients of this large donation of beer and wine to be used for fundraising.  For details 
on Raise A Glass, go to this link.  www.raiseaglassfoundation.com   

 
 

 
 
 
The beer will be sold at garage sale and the wine, along 
with another extraordinary raffle basket and baked goods, 
will be available for purchase at the Get Your Holiday 
Jingle On event on Saturday, November 5, at Gates Hall.  
Please mark your calendars for these fun, fundraising 
events!! 
 
             GET YOUR HOLIDAY JINGLE ON 
              Gates Hall 
      Saturday, November 5 

             
                  Wine, Raffle Basket, Baked Goods 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Walworth Historical Society Presents 
Civil War Era Mourning and Funeral Practices  

 
On Monday, September 19, at 7 pm at the Lodge in Ginegaw Park, Lorraine Dr., Walworth,  Ruth 
Williams of Henrietta will speak to our historical society on this very interesting (and perhaps morbid) 
topic.  
 
Ruth and her late husband Don were Civil War re-enactors since the mid 1970’s with the 140th NY 
Volunteer Infantry. Don portrayed an undertaker and Ruth was a grieving widow. Having researched this 
topic extensively, both Don and Ruth were well respected by historians and other re-enactors. Ruth will 
touch on the mid-1800’s topics of mourning, death, widows, widowers, cemeteries, and embalming. 
 
Free and open to the public. 

http://www.raiseaglassfoundation.com
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 Cider Pressing 
 
 

Monday, October 10 
1-4 pm 

W-PHS House 
4130 Mill Street 

Pultneyville 
 

W-PHS invites kids of all ages, including the young-
at-heart, to press cider with them the old-fashioned 
way at the W-PHS house. This event is free and open 
to the public and will showcase an earlier way of life 
and the agricultural heritage of our community.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Local Writers Reading 
Gates Hall 

Wednesday, October 19, 7-8 pm 
 

A group of local writers will read samples of their 
works at Gates Hall on October 19 from 7:00 to 8:00 
p.m. The group includes Deborah Doolittle Arndt, 
Paul Arndt, Gary Buehler, and Wayne Vander Byl.  
 
These writers have been sharing their works with one 
another since before the pandemic and now want to 
offer the community a chance to hear some of what 
they have produced. Readings will include morsels of 
humor, nostalgia, inspiration, and contemplation.  
 
This event is open to the public and free of 
charge.  Voluntary contributions for the support of 
Gates Hall are encouraged and will be gratefully 
accepted.    
  

 

“Meet the Spirits” Cemetery 

Tour  
Saturday, October 22, 2022 

Lakeview Cemetery, 3967 Lake Road, 
Pultneyville  

Tours at 6:30 pm, 7:30 pm and 8:30 pm.  
 

Stroll through Pultneyville’s Lakeview 
Cemetery and meet friendly spirits from the 
area’s historic past under a beautiful October 
sky. Learn about this cast of characters, who 
were instrumental in carving out the town’s 
early history, from their final resting place in 
this historic Pultneyville cemetery. 
 
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED by October 
20. Please call 315.589.9892 and leave your 
name, number, preferred tour time and number 
in party. Reservations will be on a first-come, 
first-served basis until tours are filled. Your call 
will be returned to confirm reservation. Tickets 
are to be paid for at time of check-in at 
Lakeview Cemetery.  
 
Ticket prices: 18 years old and over $12, 6-17 
years old $8; children 5 and are free. Cash only. 
Please bring a flashlight and umbrella, if needed, 
and follow parking directions. 
 
CEMETERY TOUR 2022 
As per above, Cemetery Tour 2022 is set for 
Saturday October 22. Please let me know if you 
or if you know someone who would be 
interested in presenting the life of someone from 
our historical past, a relative, friend or neighbor 
who is buried in Lakeview Cemetery.  
 
Volunteers will be needed to help with parking, 
greeting and check-in of the tour visitors.  
 
Thank you,  
Kathy Fedick  
kathyfedick@gmail.com or 585-261-3883 

 

Learn about the art of 
cider making and taste 
the fruits of your labor. 

mailto:kathyfedick@gmail.com
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A Christmas Carol   
Sets the Stage for the Holidays at Gates Hall  

Submitted by Nanette Hance 
 
While it’s one thing to memorize a joke, or maybe a poem or two, 
in the spirit of the season you will want to meet Kim Tenreiro who 
has memorized an entire Dickens novella. As  inventor, 
compounding pharmacist, computer whiz, Geva Theatre board 
member and actor — Kim has taken on that task to support good 
causes as he will at Gates Hall on Sunday, November 27, at 4pm. 
 
In past years, Tenreiro has portrayed Scrooge, Bob Cratchit, 
Tiny Tim and every other character in a one-man performance of A 
Christmas Carol. He has done it in conference rooms, on stages, 
even in the basement of the Ontario County Historical Society. 
Audiences have been as small as five and as large as 150. It 

doesn't matter, because he does it all for charity which on November 27 will benefit historic Gates Hall … 
America’s oldest, continuously active small community theatre.   
 
Tenreiro says he created his show "as a challenge," after seeing Patrick Stewart perform A Christmas 
Carol on Broadway. "The show just blew me away," he said. For years, around Thanksgiving, Tenreiro 
would listen to the CD of the show. 
 
Most people would be content with that tradition. But Tenreiro had grandiose plans. 
 
"Dickens himself performed this later in his career," he said. "It's a short book, 50 to 60 pages, maybe 
25,000 words. I knocked it down to 15,000 and learned 150 words a night over six months." In a one-man 
show such as this, the audience is a key element. Tenreiro doesn't use complicated sets or costumes, and 
when he's portraying three or four characters at a time, audience members need to use their imaginations. 
 
"The magic isn't on the stage," Tenreiro says. "It's in between the ears of the audience. You see the story in 
your mind's eye." 
 
And he continues to work on getting out the true meaning of A Christmas Carol. His hope is to inspire 
people to extend their own acts of charity — not just in this season of giving, but throughout the year. 
  
Please mark your calendars for November 27 and plan to enjoy this exceptional experience at Gates Hall 
where Kim hopes to perform to a sold-out audience for his one-man, two-act benefit performance. Through 
his generosity, all proceeds will benefit the Hall and in the spirit of the season lets join Kim in his 
charitable acts and be part of the change our world so desperately needs.  
 
While this event starts at 4pm,  ticket-holders interested in learning more about Dickens life, life in 1840's 
London, and the backstory of this classic are also invited to attend a pre-show prologue and informal 
audience chat from 3:15 to 3:50pm. 
 
Tickets will be available online at www.w-phs.org starting October 1. This event is hosted by the 
Williamson-Pultneyville Historical Society (W-PHS) and all proceeds will benefit historic Gates Hall, a 
landmark W-PHS property which resides on both State and National Registers of Historic Places.   
 
Gates Hall is located at 4107 Lake Road in the Hamlet of Pultneyville, Town of Williamson, NY.  
 

http://www.w-phs.org
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 W-PHS Establishes Gates Hall Committee 
Submitted by Nanette Hance 

 
In these changing times, W-PHS has 
established a Gates Hall Committee 
to ensure that this prominent 
landmark, which will celebrate its 
200th birthday in 2025, holds its 
place in history as America’s oldest, 
continuously active small 
community theatre as a viable multi-

use venue. Under the leadership of Laura Hatch, who 
has accepted the role of Chair, the committee will 
broaden the identity of the Hall as a W-PHS property 
and align its use with the Society’s Strategic Plan to 
generate revenue that will support and sustain 
ongoing maintenance and improvements to the Hall 
necessary to make it an attractive and feasible venue 
for use by others.   
 
While still in its infancy, as the committee evolves it 
will seek volunteers with specific skill sets to 
complement its work.  Should you have an interest in 
serving on  this committee,  please contact Laura at  
Laura@thehatchcloud.org to submit your name for 
consideration.   
 

 
 
 

Calling All Prospective Candidates 
for W-PHS Board 

 
The W-PHS mission: 
The mission of the Williamson-Pultneyville Historical 
Society is to preserve, protect and share local 
history of the Town of Williamson NY in general and 
the unincorporated hamlet of Pultneyville in 
particular by creating curiosity, inspiring 
involvement, and providing an exceptional 
experience by making history come alive. 

The W-PHS Board provides the strategic and 
financial oversight for the organization.  Joining the 
Board is a great opportunity to volunteer and offer 
your expertise to the community.  Fundraising is a 
major focus as the W-PHS is sole steward of historic 
Gates Hall, the exhibit space on Mill Street and 
Centennial Park. 
 
 

 
W-PHS is currently seeking candidates to fill the 
following open volunteer Board Positions: 
 

Vice President  
 

Development Officer/Director 
This new position was created to guide the long-

term financial growth of W-PHS. 
 
What is required? 
 
 W-PHS membership  
 Time commitment:   Hours and responsibilities 

vary depending on the position and W-PHS 
priorities 

 Attend and participate in monthly board 
meetings (9-10 per year)  

 Attend W-PHS programs and various events 
 Fulfill legal duties of office 
 Fiduciary responsibility for society assets  
 Fundraising participation 
 Contributes to providing guidance regarding 

governance of the society 
 Two year term commitment 
 Collaboration 
 Liaison to standing committee(s) chairs 
 In consultation with the President, and 

Nominating Chair, recruit and cultivate 
successor interest 

 Groom elected candidate and support transition  
 
 
What is the election process? 
 
Contact the Nominating Chair (send email to  Barb 
Crawford at blctobe123@hotmail.com) to get 
further position descriptions and to express your 
interest.   
 
To be considered, please submit your bio/resume 
no later than September 30.   Your information 
will be distributed in advance and presented to the 
membership for consideration at the November 2 
Annual Meeting when the election of officers is 
held. 

mailto:Laura@thehatchcloud.org
mailto:blctobe123@hotmail.com
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A Jug and Bowl of Apples 
Submitted by Dan Montondo 

 
On January 4,1894, Eva (Kenyon) Orbaker, wife of Abram Orbaker gave birth to a son, Kenneth Orbaker, 
on their Stoney Lonesome Road farm.  Kenneth grew up on the family farm and attended the Kenyon 
District School. Upon graduation he moved to Rochester, working at the English Woolen Mills and 
studying a Course of Fine Arts at the Mechanics Institute (now RIT). 
 
After graduating from the Mechanics Institute, he moved to New York City to study at the National 
Academy of Design.  While a student, he painted a still life of a jug and bowl of apples, an appropriate 
subject for a young man from Williamson. The painting is signed and dated on the back: Kenneth Orbaker 
Dec. 4, ’16  
 
In July 1917, his studies were interrupted when Kenneth was drafted into the Army for service in the Great 
War.  In June of 1918, he was stationed in France with the 309th Infantry where he used his art training to 
draw maps and sketches for the 100th Infantry Intelligence Division.  On October 19,1918, during the battle 
of Argonne Forest, Kenneth was mortally wounded by shrapnel while he was waiting in the chow line.  
His remains were returned to Williamson where a funeral service was held at the Williamson Methodist 
Church, and he is buried in Ridge Chapel Cemetery.  
 
Nearly 100 years later, Fred Compertore found a painting rolled up in the attic of his garage. The painting 
of a jug and bowl of apples was in a deteriorated condition, (i.e., fold marks, cracks, water stains, flakes of 
missing paint).  Fred’s first impulse was to throw the painting into the trash.  However, since the painting 
was signed on the back Kenneth Orbaker Dec 4, ‘16, he decided to contact Williamson Town Historian 
Chester Peters and ask if he knew anything about the artist. Upon learning Kenneth’s story, he felt that the 
painting should be restored to honor the soldier’s ultimate sacrifice.  Unfortunately, he found that the cost 
of restoration was beyond his means.  The painting sat untouched for another 15 years before Fred 
approached the Williamson-Pultneyville Historical Society (W-PHS) and asked if they would accept the 
painting and hopefully restore it.  We willingly and gratefully accepted. 
 
In the fall of 2021, W-PHS obtained a grant from the Greater Hudson Heritage Network that covered the 
cost of restoration.  The painting was delivered to West Lake Conservators in Skaneateles this past January 
and over the next six months it was carefully restored and framed. W-PHS has this beautiful painting on 
display  at the W-PHS House on Mill Street for the community to appreciate and to learn about Kenneth 
Orbaker. 

After  

restoration 
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John Westerberg 
 
 
Originally a New 
Englander, in 1958 
John and his wife 
Janet found the 
perfect home in 
Pultneyville.   As 
John once said, the 
area with “gracious 
homes, a town 
commons, a village theater, and a winding creek 
tucked into its artistic center” interested them. 
 
The area was of such historical significance that this 
led him to consider the possibly there would be 
interest in starting a historical society. 
 
In 1964, an organizational meeting was held.  As 
Paula Carey later said, “the time was right.”  John 
created an informal committee to look into forming a 
historical society.  Florence Cornwall, Alice Gallup, 
Ed Leahy, Chet Peters and John met.  After several 
meetings, they invited all those interested in the 
formation of what would be known as the 
Pultneyville Historical Society. 
 
John and Janet were very active in the Pultneyville 
Players, which was first organized in 1947. The 
Players group had been active for about ten years, 
and then had a rebirth under the leadership of John in 
1966. 
 
John was a prime mover in setting up the Burned 
Over Society of Wayne County in the 1970s. This 
group commissioned Bess Atlas of Rochester to write 
an original play depicting events happening in the 
religious revival that took place in the mid-19th 
Century. The play was presented in Gates Hall in 

October 1975 as part of the celebration of the 
bicentennial of the United States.  
 
John’s energy had been the impetus for the staging 
of the play Burned Over as part of the Celebration 
of 150 years of community theater. In September 
2017, Burned Over was again performed in Gates 
Hall, presented by the Gatesinger Company, Ltd., 
directed by Lindsay Warren Baker, and produced 
by Dan Montondo. 
 
John was from a family of  bibliophiles and his 
grandfather was a seller in the late 1800s. So, his 
starting Yankee Peddler Book Shop came 
naturally.  The book shop was in various locations 
over the years -  Pultneyville, Williamson, Ontario 
and finally at Village Gate Square in Rochester. 
Customers were able to obtain books that they were 
unable to find anywhere else. 
 
Another of John’s  passions was Gates Hall. John 
had dug into researching and documenting how the 
building was the oldest continuously active 
community theater in the country.  He and Stu 
Hotchkiss wrote  The History of the Union Church 
and Gates Hall 1826-1967. The year 1967 was 
chosen because it marked the centennial year for 
the building as it evolved from a place of worship 
into a community meeting place and a community 
theater.  The book ends with: “Gates Hall has 
become part of our lives and a part of our town. 
The building won’t give up - why should we?” 
 
Because of John’s commitment to the Williamson-
Pultneyville Society and Gates Hall, the family 
requests that those wishing to honor John may do 
so by making  a donation in 
his memory to the Society. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you! 
Donations in Memory of  

John Westerberg 
 

Perry & Dottie Howland,  
Beverly Verbridge 

GCADA (Genesee Country Antique Dealers 
Association) 

Cory & Janine Leblanc  
Bob & Sandy Zeman 
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With September comes the school buses, and so here is an undated photo 
labeled “Floyd Fisher and the Pultneyville School Bus.” Mr. Fisher lived 
on Hamilton Street with his wife Luella (Clogg) and daughter Janet, in 
what is now the home of Bill and Cathy Everett. Janet married Vince 
Poray (who still lives in Williamson) and raised a family of four girls on 
their Bear Swamp Road farm.  
 
 
This photo led me down a path of connections; going back a few years, 
here is a photo of the student body at Williamson School District #1 circa 
1912 ( the cobblestone schoolhouse in Pultneyville).  Luella Clogg Fisher 
is the second student from the left, Janet Fisher Poray also attended 
District #1 a generation later. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From the back: Lucille Watson, Ida Kurzrock, teacher (in doorway). Mary Babcock, Luella Clogg, Olive 
Tufts, Hazel Towne, Edith Watson, Cornelia Scharles, Matie Mann, Bertha Cotrell, Mabel Wisse, Ray 
Montondo, Asa Corteville, Leon Robine, Trayton Eaton, Robert Rogers, Leslie Vanderbough, Harold 
Colby, Archie Hagaman, Ernie Montondo, Claude Wisse, Wilbur Colby. Viada Wemesfelder, Alice 
Fisher, Kitty Burke (3 small girls in front). 
 
 
 

    Collection Management 
Fostering Preservation, Accessibility and Utility  

Photos from Yesteryear 

By Dan Montondo  
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District # 13 School House (the Cuyler School House) on East Lake Rd. 
 
 
 
 
 
The District #13 Class of 
1902, Peter Poray the father of 
Vince Poray should be one of 
the students in this picture. His 
son Vince reports that he 
attended the school for 3 days 
and then the kindergarten class 
was moved to the new central 
school in Williamson. 

    Collection Management 
Fostering Preservation, Accessibility and Utility  

Photos from Yesteryear 

By Dan Montondo  
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The District #13 (Cuyler Schoolhouse) at their 
50th Reunion in 1952. 
 
A special thanks to the Poray Family who 
donated  a digital collection of photographs to 
W-PHS. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Collection Management 
Fostering Preservation, Accessibility and Utility  

Photos from Yesteryear 

By Dan Montondo  
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COURAGE TOOK THE REINS! 
By Irene Bierer 

 
 
In 1811, a happy little girl was born in Oostberg, Zeeland, Netherlands.  She was happy, that is, until life’s 
painful punctures began to strike when her father died 10 years later.  The life of that child, Maria Ribbe, 
was particularly altered when her mother remarried.  You see, not only did her mother remarry – her 
mother married the father of the very man who would become Maria’s husband!  
 
That’s how Maria Ribbe first met Cornelis Dekkers.  He had become her step-brother!  Six months into her 
pregnancy, widower Cornelis, 14 years her senior, became her husband. Sadly, their firstborn son, Daniel, 
died at 3 months of age.  Another son, also named Daniel, was born eleven months later. Son William 
arrived, as did their only daughter, Janna Helena.  Janna, however, lived but 5 months, and their father, 
Cornelis, died 4 months after Janna’s death.  What a deeply tragic start to young Maria’s life. 
 
Pregnant with yet another child, Maria married her second husband, Daniel Merk.  He died less than a 
month later!  Their son, Pieter, was born four months after the marriage, so father and son never met.  In 7 
years, Maria had borne 5 children, buried one son and daughter, mourned two husbands, had twice become 
a single-parent, and desperately needed to implement a sustainable means to support them all.  Her father 
couldn’t help – he had died, too! Her occupation – housewife. 
 
Filled with anxiety and pregnancy with her 5th son, Adrian, in 1842, Maria Ribbe married her third 
husband, Abraham Jozias Contant.  Subsequently, she gave birth to two more sons, David and Abram. Is 
there yet another death knell pealing yonder?  Life imposed more deep loss in November of 1853, when 
Abraham, died. 
 
All three marriage partners had met their demise.  After twenty-two years of proving herself a capable 
wife, Maria, now 43, had no way of supporting herself and 6 sons.  But, lots of Dutch folks were 
emigrating to America.  By golly, she mustered up her spirit and decided to give that risky option a life-
changing go, as well! 
 
All sons in tow, Maria emigrated in 1854 to the United States of America.  They settled first in the Joy area 
of Sodus.  Even the name of the hamlet was refreshing! 
 
Son Daniel Dekkers signed up for the Civil War as a substitute. Substitutes received $250 to sign on. 
William Dekkers enlisted in the Civil War and was discharged unscathed.  Pieter Daniel Merk became 
Peter Merrick and followed his older brothers into the service of his new country in 1861.  Abram Jozias 
Contant was too young to serve in the Civil War. 
 
Adrian Contant joined the service at 18 years of age, was wounded during the Battle of Gettysburg in July 
1863, and served time in both Andersonville and Libby prisons. After 15 months of incarceration, Adrian 
was released from the filth of that confinement, and his wounds needed to heal.  He gradually recovered. 
 

 

          (Continued on the following page) 
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(Continued COURAGE TOOK THE REINS!) 

 
David Contant, however, enlisted in 1864.  While on picket duty near Petersburg, VA, he was taken 
prisoner and sent to Salisbury Prison in North Carolina. It was there in 1865 that David died in despair of 
chronic diarrhea and starvation, 1 year and 13 days later.  No one knows for sure, but it is likely that his 
body was buried with hundreds of others right there in the stench of that ordeal.   
 
By 1870, and until her death, staunch and resolute Maria lived near Pultneyville in the home of her son, 
Adrian, and his family. 
             
Had she thrived or had she endured?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Maria Ribbe   

1811 - 1889 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 GIFTS  

 
The  gift of a house has been received by the Williamson-Pultneyville Historical Society.  In July, it was 
officially in our possession. Donated by Helen Anreeoli, of Lovell, ME, is a hand built wooden model of 
the Ledyard/Todd House in Pultneyville.  It is mounted on a 36” x 46” green base and was built by Walter 
Todd for his niece, Marian Todd.   
 
While the history of the original life-sized house is certainly familiar, very few people have actually seen 
this manifestation of the Samuel Ledyard house in Pultneyville. It is now on display this season in the 
northwest parlor of the WPHS house.  Come in and take a close look! 
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From W-PHS Collections 
By Cherie Kline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Those who attended the W-PHS Picnic at the Mariners Club in August had a firsthand opportunity to view 
this painting done by Philip Bornarth in 1984, as a Christmas gift for John Ashbery.  Phil and Sylvia 
Bornarth had become good friends with John after he returned to Pultneyville to help look after his 
widowed mother, Helen.  John was a direct descendent of Samuel Throop and spent much of his youth 
visiting his grandparents, Henry and Addie Lawrence, after they retired to the family home in 1934. 
 
In the book about John’s early years The Songs We Know Best by Karin Roffman, Roffman offers many 
descriptions of John’s fondness for imaginative play with the young neighbors he spent time with.  He 
began writing poetry at a young age, taking inspiration from the lakeshore and the many creative activities. 
 
I offer a clarification here - when I spoke about the painting at the picnic, I had the misimpression that the 
painting was a view of the Ashbery farm in Sodus.  A closer look, and the written description provided to 
W-PHS with the items from John Ashbery’s Estate, make it clear that the painting is a view from the back 
of the Lawrence home; Lake Ontario is seen in the distance.  This would have been a location associated 
with John’s fond childhood memories, making the painting particularly meaningful to him. 
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Get Ready for the 200th! 

 
This fall the grounds crew will be doing our part to 
prepare for the Wayne County Bicentennial. When 
conditions are right, we will be planting 300 tulip 
bulbs, many in shades of orange to reflect the Dutch 
heritage of the area. The site will be getting prepared 
in August/September so that when the bulbs arrive, 
they can be popped into place. Be sure and watch for 
a blaze of color next spring! 
 
As the summer has progressed, we have continued to 
weed, deadhead and admire our handiwork in spite of 
the lack of rain. The large chestnut tree on the 
southwest side of the house has been trimmed after a 
large branch came down during one of the strong 
winds in July. Many thanks to the two Bobs (Zeman 
and Parmelee) for cutting up and removing the limb 
on short notice. The pear tree in the garden bed out 
back was also removed as it had fire blight and was 
dying. 
 
A handicapped accessible picnic table has been 
installed on the west side of the house.  Thank you to 
Eagle Scout Dylan Begy for the wonderful table. All 
are welcome to sit there and enjoy the peace and 
quiet of the gardens. 
 
Maintenance on the grounds will continue through 
September, and then on an “as needed” basis for the 
rest of the fall. We are a friendly crew and welcome 
anyone who would like to contribute to the beauty of 
the hamlet. As always, we meet from 9-10am on 
Tuesday mornings when the weather is nice. Bring 
your gloves and tools. Pop in any time. 
Happy Fall! 
Lynda Parmelee 
 

 
 

2023 W-PHS GOLF TOURNAMENT 
 

SAVE THE DATE:  Next year’s date has been 
locked in at Sodus Bay Heights Golf Club for 
Monday, June 5, 2023.  To reserve your spot (no 
payment necessary at this time), send an email to 
Terry Sutherland.  Information regarding next 
year’s tournament will be sent out early 2023 and 
posted on the Williamson-Pultneyville Historical 
Society website at www.w-phs.org 

 
 
From the Editor……… 
 
It has been my pleasure and an honor to be the 
Editor of the W-PHS newsletter during these ten 
years.  My job was made easy by the contributors  
who worked so hard to meet submission deadlines 
and provide the readers with exceptional articles. 
 
I hope that someone might be wondering if they 
would be able to be the Editor of the newsletter. 
Please know that you can.  While the job entails 
commitment and time, it also involves working 
with remarkable people who make it gratifying. 
 
If you’d like to discuss what’s involved with being 
Editor, please contact me.  I’d be happy to talk with 
you and answer any questions you may have. 
 
Thank you.  I have enjoyed passing on the news of 
the Society! 
 
Sandy Zeman 
szeman001@rochester.rr.com 
315-589-8054 

Dylan Begy 

Condolences  
W-PHS extends sincere condolences to the 
family of Peter Browne on their recent loss. 
Peter had been of a friend and member of the 
historical society for many years.  

http://www.w-phs.org
mailto:szeman001@rochester.rr.com
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2022 W-PHS Annual Picnic 
 
This year the picnic was held at the Pultneyville Mariners Club.  The Society appreciated the welcoming 
hospitality of the Mariners.  The W-PHS Collection Management team entertained those attending with a 
“Show & Tell” program using items which reside in the Society’s archives. 
 

Thank you to the Mariners Club, the Collection Management team and Peter Parts, who captured the 

event in photos. 

Bicentennial Bytes: 
MEMORIES BOOK RELEASE IN OCTOBER! 
Titled Voices of Wayne County, this 450+ page book will be released on October 11, 
2022. Amber Linson and her team have done a fantastic job of collecting and organizing 

140 submissions. The Bicentennial Committee is working with historical societies and other retailers to 
make these available for the public. The retail price is $25 plus $2 sales tax. Check the Bicentennial 
website for a list of places you can buy this great book. www.waynecounty200.com 
ACTIVITY BOOKS 
These are being distributed to each school district for the 2022-23 school year. Home schoolers and anyone 
interested may obtain a copy from your local library. You may also download and print some or all of the 
pages by visiting: https://waynehistorians.org/Publications/ 
 
BICENTENNIAL MURAL 
The Thatcher Company in Williamson has agreed to the installation of a Bicentennial Mural on their 
building located on Route 104 across from McDonald’s. The mural will be approximately 124’ x 15’ and 
will have 7 panels highlighting important aspects of Wayne County History. Working with Mural Mania 
artists from across the county, a group of local historians are currently developing the mural timeline and 
content. 

http://www.waynecounty200.com
https://waynehistorians.org/Publications/
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The Society is located in a landmark dwelling known as the Auchampaugh home at 4130 Mill St. This house was built 
for Harvey Auchampaugh about 1858 by Russell Cole, a local blacksmith 
and builder. Auchampaugh was a prominent businessman in the hamlet, a 
harness maker, drugstore proprietor and Postmaster for several years.  

Rooms in the home contain exhibits, archived information, a gift shop and 
business office. The Society House is regularly open the third weekend in 
June through the first weekend in October, Friday through Sunday, 1-4 
p.m., by appointment and throughout Homecoming weekend and during 
the Annual Community Garage Sale. 

 

 

W-PHS Board Meetings Information and Program/Event Cancellation Policy  
 

W-PHS Board meetings are generally scheduled to be held at the W-PHS House at 4130 Mill Street, Pultneyville at 7 
p.m. the last Monday of the month as per published schedule.   However, due to COVID-19, and to ensure social 
distancing, the time and location may change, or may be held electronically.  
Any W-PHS member in good standing may attend on a non-voting basis and can request to be placed on the agenda 
for a specific purpose related to the Society.  For the meeting schedule, please refer to the society’s website at 
www.w-phs.org.  The 2021 meeting schedule will be posted at the beginning of January. 

The W-PHS Board meetings/program/event cancellation policy:  From time to time there may be a need to cancel a 
program, event or meeting  because of weather. 

Cancellation Criteria:  Schools are closed and/or after school events are cancelled due to weather 
(Williamson/Wayne County).  W-PHS Programs/Events will be cancelled by the Program Chair. 

Communication:  The Program Chair will notify the President/Vice President and Communications Chair.  The 
Communications Chair will disseminate the information to the website and social media coordinators.  The Program 
Chair will notify the presenters of the event.  The Program Chair will reschedule the program (if possible) and the 
Communications Chair will disseminate the rescheduled time and date when it is available.   The President/Vice 
President will ensure the procedure is followed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W-PHS Board Meetings 2022 

 

  

 

  
 February 28 
 March 28 
 April 25 
 May 9 
 May 23 
 June 27 
 August 29 
 September 26 
 October 24 
 November 28 

All Board Meetings will be 
held in Gates Hall at 4:00 pm 

unless noted otherwise on 
www.w-phs.org  

x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://0
http://www.w-phs.org
http://www.w-phs.org


   
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OFFICERS 
President          Nanette P. Hance                      president@w-phs.org 
Vice President          Florence Doyle         fdoyle0407@gmail.com 
Development Officer/Director         TBD 
Treasurer          Amanda Fox Hanlon         aahanlon88@gmail.com  
Secretary            Terry Sutherland                      tsutherl@rochester.rr.com 
           
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Collection Management Chair       Florence Doyle, Interim  fdoyle0407@gmail.com 
Communications Chair       Rebecca Fisher                rebeccafolkfarm@gmail.com 
Garage Sale Chair              Linda Perkins   perkinsl@rochester.rr.com 
Grant Chair         Sandra Zeman   szeman001@rochester.rr.com 
Exhibits Chair         Sue-Jane Evans   sjkevans@mail.com 
Finance Chair         Amanda Fox Hanlon  aahanlon88@gmail.com 
Fundraising Chair        TBD 
Membership Chair        Holli Dowling    holli.casanzio@gmail.com 
Nominating Chair         Barbara Crawford    blctobe123@hotmail.com  
Program Chair         TBD   
Property Co-Chair        David Frohlich   dfrohlic@rochester.rr.com 
Property Co-Chair        Tom Hatch    thomas@thehatchcloud.org 
Ex Officio Trustee                  Perry Howland, Town Historian peridot@rakedsouthgarden.com 
 
 
AD HOC COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Audit           TBD  
Education Liaison        TBD 
             4th Grade Walking Tour      TBD 
Event Fundraising 
 Cemetery Tour       Kathy Fedick       kathyfedick@gmail.com 
 Gates Hall Fundraising      Florence Doyle   fdoyle0407@gmail.com 
 Golf Tournament      Terry Sutherland   tsutherl@rochester.rr.com 
 Homecoming       TBD 
 Home Tour       Debra Parts    debrap@peterparts.com 
 
OPERATIONS              
Gift Shop                    Toni Baller         tballer@rochester.rr.com 
Grounds                    Lynda Parmelee         susser1@yahoo.com 
Newsletter                    Sandra Zeman, Interim              szeman001@rochester.rr.com 
Hospitality                    Betty Morley              bettymorley1@gmail.com 
House Supplies          Laraine Frohlich    dfrohlic@rochester.rr.com 
IT Administrator      Dan Montondo   dan.montondo@rochester.rr.com 
         

  

 

 
 

On the web: www.w-phs.org 

phone: 315.589.9892 

Williamson Pultneyville Historical Society 

4130 Mill Street, PO Box 92, Pultneyville, NY 14538 

To become a member, go to www.w-phs.org and click on the Membership tab. 

WLLIAMSON-PULTNEYVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

mailto:rebeccafolkfarm@gmail.com


   
 

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT  

SHOP LOCALLY 

Alard Equipment Corp. 

6483 Lake Ave, Williamson 

315-589-4511 

 

Apple Country Spirits 

3274 Eddy Road, Williamson 

applecountryspirits.com 

 

 

Burnap’s Farm Market/Cafe 

7277 Maple Ave., Sodus 

315-483-4050 

burnapsfarm@aol.com 

 

Chance Farms, LLC 

7560 Lake Ave., Williamson 

315-589-4212 

 

Cavallaro-Neubauer Chevrolet 

3740 Route 104, Williamson 

800-491-8625 

 

Carol Verbridge - Howard Hanna 

1450 Route 104, Ontario 

585-752-9436 (cell) 

315-524-2331 (office) 

carolverbridge@gmail.com 

 

Cole Income Tax Service 

4098 E. Main St., Williamson 

315-589-8441 

 

Copper Ale House 

4095 Ridge Rd., Williamson 

315-904-4508 

 

Cornerstone Associates Realty 

Locations in Williamson,  

Pultneyville, Ontario, Newark & 

Webster 

 

Paula Priest - Cornerstone Realty 

585-370-1725 (cell) 

315-524-7320 (office) 
paulapriest@cornerstonerealtyny.com 

 

 

Doug Carwash 

4062 Ridgeway Street, Williamson 

315-589-8938 

 

Ely & Leene Agency 

Mead-Maloy Agency, Inc. 

212 N. Main St., Newark 

315-331-1432 

 

Embark Craft/Lagoner Farms 

6895 Lake Ave., Williamson 

Embark - 315-904-4212 

info@embarkcraftciderworks.com 

Lagoner Farms - 315-904-4109 

info@lagonerfarms.com 

 

Fox Fruit Farms LLC 

3635 Lake Rd., Williamson 

315-589-5113 

 

Herbert Dentistry 

6127 Maple Ave., Williamson 

315-589-2813 

 

Houseworx 

3275 Lake Rd., Williamson 

504-352-4279 

 

Hughes Marina & Campgrounds 

315-589-2752 

 

itClix 

4137 Mill St., Pultneyville 

585-747-9532 

info@itclix.net 

 

K.M.Davies 

6509 Lake Ave., Williamson 

315-589-4811 

www.kmdavies.com 

 

Knataitis 

Williamson 

315-589-2332 

 

Lettering Lounge 

6160 Route 21, Williamson 

315-589-4145 

 

Orbaker’s Drive-in 

4793 Route104, Williamson 

315-589-9701 

 

Orbaker’s Farm Market 

Lake Road, Williamson 

315-589-2036 

roman.rachel@gmail.com 

 

PACE Electronics Products 

34 Foley Dr., Sodus 

315-483-9122 

www.paceelectronics.com 

 

Photo Graphic Services 

7255 E. Townline Rd., Williamson 

315-589-8665 

 

Pultneyville Deli Company - Up Pub 

4120 Lake Road, Williamson 

315-589-0061 

 

Pultneyville Yacht Club 

www.pultneyvilleyachtclub.org 

 

Reaper Customs 

3229 Shepherd Rd., Williamson 

585-880-6806 

 

Reliant Credit Union 

10 Benton Place, Sodus 

Holli Dowling 

800-724-9282, x 3422 

hdowling@reliantcu.com 

 

Reliant Credit Union 

10 Benton Place, Sodus 

Emily Chambers 

echambers@reliantcu.com 

 

Raked South Garden Bed & Breakfast 

7826 Jay Street, Pultneyville 

315-589-8012 

www.rakedsouthgarden.com 

 

Roland E. Stevens III 

Plein-Air Watercolor Artist 

www.rolandestevens.com 

 

Seaway Trail Honey 

Pat Bono 

585-820-6619 

SeawayTrailHoney@gmail.com 

 

Storemore Self Storage 

4149 Ridge Road, Williamson 

315-589-7180 

 

The Gatesinger Company, Ltd. 

315-589-3326 

www.gateshall.com 

 

 

 

For full business card information, go to www.w-phs.org 



   
 

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT  

SHOP LOCALLY 

Young Sommer Winery 

4287 Jersey Rd., Williamson 

315-589-8861 

 

Wilbert’s U-Pull It 

315-589-222 

WUPI.com 

 

Williamson Hardware 

4101 Main St. and Rt. 21 

Williamson 

315-589-4011 

For full business card information, go to www.w-phs.org 


