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From Your President  

 

A beyond beautiful fall and 
bountiful blessings have 
marked the 2022 harvest 
season.  We have been 
blessed with abundant crops, 
sunshine and colorful 
painterly skies. The nice 
weather has enabled W-PHS to beautify its 
properties at 4130 Mill Street with 300 tulip bulbs, 
which will bloom in Spring 2023, in honor of the 
upcoming Wayne County Bicentennial  and a new 
white pine tree placed in Centennial Park, which 
was generously donated by the Robert Fox Family. 
 
Over the last few months, W-PHS friends, neighbors 
and members have enjoyed several inspiring and 
educational programs.  Most recent diverse 
programming included the C. A. Palmer Fife and 
Drum Corps, that performed military music and told 
about the historical significance of fife and drum 
playing; Paul Naliwajek, who shared his story of 
research, perseverance and historic preservation to 
hold his home’s place in history and efforts to get 
the Shipley-Teats home listed on both the State and 
National Registers of Historic Places; and a reading 
by local writers, who captured the audience with 
their original work.  These programs transported our 
audiences on exciting and interesting  journeys to 
another place and time.  
 
Special events on beautiful fall days have included 
our annual Garage and Craft Beer Sale Fundraiser, 
the W-PHS Cider Pressing event, where the young 
and young-at-heart enjoyed making (and tasting) 
cider the old fashioned way, and our annual “Meet 
the Spirits” Moonlight Cemetery Tour on a perfect 
fall evening.  Our sincere thanks to all who 
volunteered, supported and enjoyed these events.  
 
With more to come, in the Spirit of the Season, 
theatre enthusiasts will have an opportunity to enjoy  

 
A Christmas Carol . . . a one man, two act play 
featuring Kim Tenreiro who will portray thirty 
characters throughout his November 27th 
presentation at Gates Hall.  Tickets for this event are 
online at www.w-phs.org and additional 
information can be found in this newsletter.  This 
event benefits historic Gates Hall, and we express 
our sincere gratitude to Mr. Tenreiro for his 
charitable generosity. 
 
We thank each of you for your continuing support of 
W-PHS and hope to see you at our W-PHS Annual 
Meeting at Gates Hall on November 2nd, at our 
second annual “Get Your Holiday Jingle On” and 
Wine Sale event on November 5th, and at our first-
ever holiday performance of A Christmas Carol on 
November 27th as Kim Tenreiro sets the stage for 
the holidays. 
 
May gratitude for our many blessings fill your hearts 
and homes in this season of Thanksgiving and 
always. From our W-PHS home to yours, we wish 
you love, laughter, and good cheer throughout the 
holiday season. 
  

Regards, 

Nan 

Nanette P. Hance, W-PHS President 
315.589.8873 
 

http://www.w-phs.org
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Access  Facebook at facebook.com/WilliamsonPultneyvilleHistoricalSociety/ and/or    
website at www.w-phs.org for updates regarding W-PHS programs and events. 

 

Things to Do - Programs & Events 

 
November 2 – W-PHS Annual Meeting, Gates Hall, 7 pm 

November 5 – Second Annual “Get Your Holiday Jingle On”  - Gates Hall 

November 27 – A Christmas Carol, Gates Hall, 4 pm, with pre-show prologue and informal audience 
chat from 3:15 to 3:50 pm, tickets online  

December 4 - Community Illumination - Follow the Pultneyville Illumination Facebook page for 
more information as it becomes available. 

W-PHS Annual 
Meeting 

November 2, 2022  
7 p.m.  

Gates Hall 
 

The Year in Review/2022 
Highlights 

 
Revisions to the By-Laws will 
be presented to the  general 

membership for approval 
 

Election of Officers 

 

 

 

Save the Date 

Pultneyville Illumination 

December 4, 2022 

https://m.facebook.com/WilliamsonPultneyvilleHistoricalSociety/
http://www.w-phs.org
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It’s a Raffle!  Be a Winner! 
$5 Each or 5 for $20 

 
As part of the “Get Your Jingle On” sale on November 
5th our elves have put together 2 crazy good baskets to be 

raffled.  Tickets can be purchased from any W-PHS Board Member or by contacting 
Deb Parts at 585 329-8442 or Florence Doyle at 585 329-7691.  Only $5 each or 5 for 
$20.  Two winners will be drawn. 
 
First Prize:  Entertainer’s Dream Basket Includes: 

2 Award-winning bottles of wine, 1 red & 1 white, 4 Wine glasses, and a $50 gift certificate from 
 Peppino’s 

PLUS Loads of Hostess Paraphernalia and Gourmet Food Items including: appetizer plates & 
napkins, “jingle” dish towel, coasters, wine opener, wine bottle coaster, cutting board, dip bowl & 
spreader, wine bottle candle, wine glass markers, ornaments, nuts, spreads, cheeses, sausage, 
crackers, pretzels, tortilla chips, con queso, dip mix, chocolates, candies.   
In Total, Valued at $250+ 
 

Second Prize: Work & Play Basket Includes: 
$130 gift certificate for W-PHS annual golf tournament fund-raiser includes entry, lunch, dinner, 

 and cart, as noted on certificate 
$50 gift certificate from Altra Rental 
PLUS Custom-made bottle opener made from driver club, Golf Santa socks, 19th hole snacks,  
In Total, Valued at $225+ 
 

Winners will be drawn at the conclusion of the November 5 “Get Your Holiday Jingle On“ Event at Gates 
Hall, under the tent or inside Gates Hall (weather dependent).  You don’t have to be present to win, BUT 
you do have to be present to take advantage of the rare opportunity to purchase premium wines and 
beautiful handmade wreaths and baked goods.  We hope to see you! 
 

Thank you for supporting the 
Williamson-Pultneyville 

Historical Society & Historic 
Gates Hall 
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“Yankee Bill” Waters 
Was He A 'Real' Person? 

or 
Was He Just Local 'Lore'? 

Submitted by Paul Naliwajek 
 

Doing extensive research on the house built for Isaac E. Shipley in 
1850, genealogy and historical records have tied his family to the 
Waters name, a William Waters who settled here in 1806. 
 
I questioned someone who would be considered a reliable historical 
source about the information on the sign. I received an email reply. 
The answer I received was somewhat of a workaround, “unofficial” 
and asked not to be quoted (it isn't).….....in simplest terms.... during 
that time (1935) the erection of signs were part of a “make work” 
project, there are signs that have no County or State documented 
sources for the information on them.......  
 

Where does one start? 

Well, to start out, the local “lore” of Yankee Bill still shows up from time to time. A W-PHS newsletter 
article July/August of 2020 had the article “Wayne County Scrapbook, dated November 16, 2010.” 
*note - Apple 'boom', Apple 'bloom' and Apple Blossom are used by different writers and the story 
changes a bit, the following excerpt taken from that article...... 
 
…..“Prior to Hallett’s arrival, the only “permanent” settler at Pultneyville was “Yankee Bill” 
Waters, hunter and squatter, who occupied a small shack at the beachfront location sometimes 
called “Appleboom Point.” Frenchmen are believed to have planted the first apple trees at this 
convenient stopping place. In time, erosion caused the bank to slip and the branch of an apple tree 
projected over the water in the form of a ship’s boom. Early records referred to the location as 
“Appleboom.”..... 
 
Another not quite as recent a mention of “Yankee Bill” shows up in a 1960s write up of the Cobblestone 
house owned by Kenneth Robie for a local house tour. (The house once the residence of the Waters, 
referencing Alice E. Waters) The excerpt as follows..... 
 
.....“Without a doubt, this lake front house is more inviting than the first Waters residence in 
Pultneyville. A hunter by the name of “Yankee Bill” Waters, no relation to later Waters pioneers, 
spent the winter of 1804 in a cabin hollowed out from a giant apple tree”..... 
 

Let's continue with what was written 126, 144 and 157 years ago 
The first found reference to a “Yankee Bill” Waters shows up 144 years ago in an 1877 book written by 
 W. H. McIntosh, History of Wayne County, 1789-1877. (George F. Waters was listed as a patron in 
McIntosh's book.)  The excerpt from his book is as follows..... 
 
…..“The first settlements were made at Pultneyville, Williamson Corners, and along the road 
connecting those two places. The highway was known as Jersey Street, because of the number of 
pioneers there from the state of New Jersey. The town was principally settled by emigrants from 
New England and Eastern New York. The first white settler was “Yankee Bill” Waters a squatter 
and hunter. Who located in 1804, on “Applebloom Point,” where he built himself a small shanty. He 
was a passive being and lived for the sake of living. He was found here for a few years,  
                (Continued on following page) 

A Historical Marker  
in Pultneyville NY 
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“Yankee Bill” Waters Continued 
 
and then mysteriously disappeared, never to be heard of afterwards. It was conjectured that he was 
drowned, or, which is more likely, was killed by some vengeful Indian, while off his guard. The point 
above named derived it's name from a few apple trees set out by Waters. They have long since been 
removed.”..... 
 
A similar repeat reference to “Yankee Bill” also shows up 126 years ago (18 years after McIntosh) in a 
book by G. W. Cowles in his 1895 book, Landmarks of Wayne County, the excerpt from his book is as 
follows..... 
 
 …..“The first white settler in Williamson was “Yankee Bill” Waters, who squatted in 1804 at 
“Apple Blossom Point,” on the lake shore, a place that took it's name from a few apple trees which 
he planted. By sailors it was known as “Apple-boom Point” from it's resemblance to the boom of a 
vessel. A hunter living only for the sake of mere living, he remained a few years and suddenly and 
mysteriously disappeared forever. It was about 1806 that the first permanent settlers came into town 
but accurate date concerning them are deplorably lacking. In fact, it is almost impossible to name 
any corners prior to 1807.....”..... 
 
The information for those two accounts from McIntosh in his 1877 book and repeated by Cowles in his 
book in 1895 could have come from a living descendant of an original Waters settler or it could have come 
from someone other than that family. But particularly in question, why was the surname Waters used? 
  
Giving “Yankee Bill” the last name of Waters could have been for different reasons considering the “Lore” 
associated with it. One reason would be to give the “Waters” name credit as being the first person to settle 
here before any settler was officially documented, making a “Waters” the first settler. A second reason 
being maybe not to give the 'Waters' name credit as the first person truly settling here in 1804 since the 
“lore” says he just disappeared without a trace, several years later. Other references within the pages of 
McIntosh's book name a William Waters as one of the first settlers here in 1806. 
 
Whatever the reason may be, going back 13 more years before McIntosh's book, 157 years ago to an 
obituary published in the Pultneyville Commercial Press in April 1864 , which is below, tells another 
story. The obituary byline has the initials D C H. Dr. David C. Higgins who was a local practitioner in 
Pultneyville at the time, and who possibly spent some time with Mr. Waters in his final years of illness 
before his death. 
 
The second part of William Waters 1864 obituary is interesting to say the least, as to the fact no other 
preserved local Pultneyville Commercial Press newspapers of that time period have mention of any others, 
doing what this William Waters did. The person described in the following obituary is the uncle of Isaac E. 
Shipley, Isaac's mother, Elizabeth (Waters) Shipley, being the sister of that William Waters. 
 

 1864 William Waters Obituary in it's entirety....... 157 years ago. 
(13 years before the first found mention of a “Yankee Bill” Waters in McIntosh's book) 

 
“On the evening of the 19th of March 1864, Mr. William Waters, closed his eyes upon the bright 
scenes of this life, to awaken no more upon this side of the grave; that so coldly awaits the coming of 
all the living. He was one of those hardy and adventurous Pioneers who made the first opening in the 
vast wilderness that then bordered the shores of Lake Ontario; but is now the abode of thousands of 
happy denizens who have no realizing sense of the privations, sufferings, toil, and self denials, of 
those brave men and women, who so valiantly laid the foundations of their prosperity and 
happiness. 
                       (Continued on following page) 
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'Yankee Bill' Waters 
 

The subject of this notice was born in Yorkshire, England; and immigrated to America in 1804, and 
adjourned for a season in Geneva, Ontario Co., N.Y. In 1806, he came to the town of Williamson, 
and wending his way through the unbroken forest, till he at length found a spot suitable for a 
residence for one of his indomitable resolution: purchased a lot and settled on the wild shore of the 
lake, where he built a log cabin, and commenced the life of an independent farmer; which he 
pursued successfully till competency and old age invited him to retire from the cares of business. 
Though an alien by birth, he was an American at heart, and supported with becoming zeal and 
firmness the Republican institutions of his adopted country. He was highly respected, held several 
important offices in the town; reared a large family most of whom are living, respected and 
esteemed; and died at the advanced age of 84 years.” 
 
 And for those who want to know a bit more..... The William Waters in the obituary besides being 
Isaac E. Shipley's uncle, he was also the father of Zimri Waters, the grandfather of George F. Waters and 
the great-grandfather of Alice E Waters. Overall there are 20+ “Waters” graves in Pultneyville Lake View 
Cemetery, some direct descendants of the William Waters in the obituary, others not. 
 

Maybe the obituary was a source used to put the “Waters” name into local “Lore”? 
 

Maybe it was a coincidence that a second William Waters did arrive here two years before the William 
Waters the obituary was written for? 

 
 Was Isaac's uncle who settled here in 1806, the real 'Yankee Bill' Waters of local “lore”?? 

  
All that being said, we'll never truly know, but...... two gentleman both having the name, William Waters 
back in 1806, both living in the Pultneyville area during it's infancy, perchance to cross paths..... and 
somebody called out the name, William Waters. 
 

What would the look on each of their faces be when they both answered?...... 
 

Maybe someone should have shouted “Yankee Bill” instead..... 
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Another successful October Cider Pressing…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Williamson Pultneyville Historical Society  

SPIRITS OF LAKEVIEW CEMETERY                              
October 22, 2022 

 
Alfred Allen 1812-1868 was presented by Jeremey Cummings 
 
Alfred Allen came to Pultneyville from Aurora, New York, before 1850.  He was accompanied by his wife 
Mary, his eldest daughters and his father Amaziah.   Two more daughters joined the family in Pultneyville.  
Mr. Allen joined Bethel Todd’s shipping and forwarding business.  He also purchased an interest in the 
trading schooner “J.J. Morley” which he rebuilt as the “Alfred Allen.” As a businessman and ship owner, 
Alfred Allen prospered in Pultneyville.  At the time of his death from consumption, he was described as a 
fine man and a good citizen respected by all. 
 
Dr. David C. Higgins 1796-1874 was presented by John Irwin 
 
Physician Dr. D.C. Higgins came to Pultneyville from Massachusetts.  He and his wife Lucinda had three 
children before her death in 1828.  In 1831 Dr. Higgins was married to Eliza Smith.  David and Eliza had 
one son, Alasco, born November 2, 1835.  Eliza died at the age of 26 in February, 1837.   
 
Dr. Higgins was a practicing physician and druggist in Pultneyville, offering a variety of medicinal 
products to assist his patients.  He was an active member of his community, serving as surgeon in a militia  
 
          (Continued on following page) 

Thank you to Perry and Dottie 

Howland for an afternoon of 

cider pressing.  The word is that 

it was delicious! 
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(Spirits of Lakeview Cemetery continued) 
 

company, as postmaster, as a Justice of the Peace and a “counsellor” of the Western New York Anti-
Slavery Society.  He openly expressed his anti-slavery convictions in essays and poetry.  In 1838, he 
founded “The Moral Society of Free Enquirers of Pultneyville” to encourage moral growth among his 
neighbors.   

 
In 1864, Dr. Higgins’ last surviving child, Alasco, a private in the United States Army, died of wounds 
received at the Battle of Petersburg.  Dr. Higgins’ poem in honor of Williamson soldiers lost in the Civil 
War was read at the dedication of the Civil War Monument in this cemetery in November 1865. 

 
T. Scott Ledyard 1827-1885 was presented by our spirit guide Sue-Jane Evans for Peter Evans 
 
Often described as a friend and a gentleman, T. Scott Ledyard made his home at the Pultneyville house he 
called Lake Cottage for his entire life.  The sixth of Samuel and Sophia Ledyard’s eight children, he 
watched most of his brothers, sisters and older half-sisters travel far from their home, but T. Scott chose to 
make his life on the land his father had purchased.  He farmed, established an ornamental nursery, and 
helped establish a vinegar works in Pultneyville.  On the lakeside property he opened “Point Grace,” a 
peaceful resort for vacationers and community festivals. 

 
Augusta Todd, T. Scott’s first wife, died shortly after their marriage.  In 1861, he married Ellen Maria 
Nichols of Williamson.  After Samuel Ledyard’s death in 1866, T. Scott and his family continued to live in 
the house with his mother and his older brother, Benjamin. Ellen and T. Scott’s first child, Maude, lived 
only a few months, but their daughter Grace and son Fred grew up in the house their grandfather had built 
in 1810.   

 
T. Scott served his community as a Justice of the Peace, a Notary Public, as an Inspector of Customs and 
as Secretary of Lodge #159, FAM.  He was a public-spirited citizen always working to the advantage of 
his community. 
 
In 1885, both T. Scott Ledyard and his mother, Sophia, died. After their deaths, his beloved home was 
sold.  Surely, he would have been pleased that years later his daughter Grace and her husband George 
Todd were able to purchase the house and continue to enjoy the home in which he had lived. 

 
  

Alfred Lockley 1898-1964 presented by Cliff Dodge  
Lucille Watson Lockley 1900-2004 presented by Alice Dodge  
 
Lucille and Alfred Lockley were born to families well established in Pultneyville.  Alfred Allen whom you 
also met this evening was Alfred Lockley’s great-grandfather.  Lucille and Alfred had known each other 
for many years before their marriage in 1924.   
  
Alfred had been educated in Kentucky and at M.I.T. before serving in the United States military service 
during World War I.  At the death of his father, he assumed responsibility for the Lockley and Putnam 
Hardware business in Williamson.  When Lucille’s parents retired from their Lake View Fruit Farm on 
Salmon Creek Road, Alfred, Lucille, and their daughters moved to the farm where they remained until 
Alfred’s death in 1964. 
 
Lucille had been graduated from the Oswego Normal School and did teach briefly. 
  
Both Lucille and Alfred were very active citizens.  Alfred was a founding member of the Williamson Post 
#394 of the American Legion and held several Legion offices beyond the local post.   
         (Continued on the following page) 



PAGE 9 NOVEMBER -DECEM BER 2022  W -PHS NEWSLETTER  

(Spirits of Lakeview Cemetery continued) 
 
 

Both were extremely involved in the Wayne County Republican Party and participated in many 
productions of the Pultneyville Players at Gates Hall. 
  
After Alfred’s death Lucille became a well-known real estate agent in Pultneyville.  Several people still 
living here bought their homes with her assistance.  She spent her last years with her daughter in 
California, but Pultneyville was never far from her thoughts. 
 
Ernest Montondo 1905-1984 presented by Tim Montondo 
 
Ernest Montondo was the youngest of the 13 children born to Charles and Delephine Montondo. Born in 
1905 in Sodus and grew up in Pultneyville over on Jay Street. Worked for Richard Burcroff on his sailboat 
the Scud. The Scud was the fastest boat between Rochester and Oswego, was used to make runs across the 
lake delivering fruit and bringing back beer. In 1928 he married Josephine Derks. Later he worked as a 
chauffeur and handyman for the Covil family who lived by the Formans. Made Montondo salve, most 
people had a tin in their medicine cabinet. After WW2 he helped put together a big sailboat race as a fund 
raiser for the fire company. Ernie was a charter member of the Pultneyville Yacht Club and the Williamson 
Rod and Gun Club. 
 
Isaac Shipley 1826-1892presented by Paul Naliwajek 

      
Isaac Shipley was born in Pultneyville, the youngest of William and Elizabeth Shipley’s ten children.  His 
parents and four older siblings had come from England nine years earlier.  The Shipleys had arrived in the 
United States with the resources to purchase large tracts of good farmland.  Isaac received a 100-acre farm 
just south of Pultneyville. Isaac and his brother John raised sheep, grains, and apples on the farm.  
 
 In 1851 Isaac commissioned the construction of a gracious brick home in the Italianate style.  With bricks 
brought by ship from Canada, running water and gas chandeliers, it was an impressive and modern house.   
       
About 1863 Isaac married Huldah Sherborne, the daughter of a local preacher.  Their three children were 
Archer, Jean and Glen  

 
During the Civil War Isaac continued to sell grain to southern states by shipping his crop through Canadian 
ports. 

 
The prosperity of the farm was ended when fires destroyed barns, farm equipment and damaged the 
elegant house.  Isaac died in 1892 and just three years later, Huldah Shipley lost their house. 
 
We had a beautiful evening for the Cemetery Tours this year. Thank you to all our presenters listed above. 
 
The Civil War Monument soldiers’ names were read by Bob Zeman. Thank you, Bob. Taps was performed 
by Kevin and Jonah Sharp. Thank you, Kevin and Jonah. Fiddler player- Mike Deniz plays fiddle with the 
Fiddlers of the Genesee and is a friend of Tim Montondo who volunteered to play for our visitors. Thank 
you, Mike. Thank you to Tour Spirit Guide - Sue-Jane Evans.  
 
 
Thank you to all the volunteers. 
 
         (Continued on the following page) 
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(Spirits of Lakeview Cemetery continued) 
 

Check-in was done by Kathy Cost, Terry Sutherland, Darlene Martino and Pat Naliwajek. Pictures done by 
Kathy Fedick, Kathy Cost and Terry Sutherland. Parking was done by Larry Fedick, Charlie Vecchio and 
Lou Martino. Reservations/ check-in sheets created by Nan Hance. Help with getting spirit information 
Sue-Jane Evans. Refreshments at Gates Hall after the last tour was set up by Betty Morley with cider, 
donuts cookies and apples donated by Chris Hance Farms. 
 
It never to early to start thinking about next year’s tours. Please let me know if you would like to volunteer 
to work the event or if you would like to present the life of a family member, neighbor or person of interest 
who is buried in the Lakeview Cemetery. 
 
This is my last year being the W-PHS Cemetery Tour Chair due to the increased responsibilities I have at 
work. I have enjoyed running the tours for the last 7 years. Please reach out to me if you or if you know of 
someone who would be interested in taking over the Tours. Thank you for all the support over the last 7 
years.  
 
Kathy Fedick 
Cemetery Tour Chair  
Kathyfedick@gmail.com 
585-261-3883 

mailto:Kathyfedick@gmail.com
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District  # 10 School 
 
Irene Bierer recently led Cheryl Kline and me on a field trip to 
what remains of District # 10 School. The old schoolhouse is 
located on the northwest corner of Salmon Creek and Ridge 
Road.  When you’re driving by that location, look and see if you 
can spy the building hidden in a clump of sumac trees (please 
respect this private property). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Collection Management 
Fostering Preservation, Accessibility and Utility  

Photos from Yesteryear 

By Dan Montondo  
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Spring Tulipomania! 
 
The Gardening Gang met on October 4th to nestle 300 tulip bulbs into their new homes on either side of the 
driveway on the west side of the W-PHS house. The job went quickly because the biggest planting area 
had been dug out in advance a week earlier  - can you say ROCKS!  
 
The plan is to enjoy the tulip show; and when that is over, to plant annuals on top to commemorate the 
Wayne County Bicentennial. Lots of orange tulips were used to embrace our local Dutch heritage. Keep 
your eyes peeled next spring for a vivid show of spring color! 
 
Another exciting development is the installation of a white pine near the corner of Lake Road and Lake 
Avenue in Centennial Park. This tree is a donation provided by Robert Fox. In future, the pine will be the 
community Christmas tree and will be out of the reach of the black walnut east of Gates Hall that led to the 
demise of the blue spruce and the fir tree that followed. White pines are a native tree and eventually will 
grow to an impressive size. For the near future, it will be easy to light and trim from the ground. Thank 
you, Robert, for your generous donation! 
 
The gardening group will meet on an “as needed” basis for the remainder of the fall. Thanks to this mighty 
group of volunteers who keep the three W-PHS properties looking wonderful!! 
 
Lynda Parmelee -Tulip TipToer 
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 October Program - Shipley-Teats Home 
 

An October program provided a look at what effort it 
takes to become listed on the State and National 
Registers of Historic Places.  Paul Naliwajek presented 
what inspired him to research the history of his home, 
the Shipley-Teats residence. In attendance at the 
program was Hugh Shipley. He is the last living male 
descendant of the Shipleys who settled here in 1817.  
  
Those who attended heard interesting stories about the 
property, as well as what is involved in having your 
home on the Register of Historic Places.   

 
Thank you to Paul 
and Pat Naliwajek 
for sharing their 
experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  

Hugh Shipley 

Paul Naliwajek 

Reading in Gates Hall 

Thank you to the writers  

who shared their original, creative work . 

Deborah Doolittle Arndt 
Paul Arndt 

Gary Buehler 

Wayne Vander Byle 
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 Remembering David “Dave” Feindel 
 
The recent passing of David “Dave” Feindel brought 
back a flood of positive memories of his intense 
involvement in the Williamson-Pultneyville 
Historical Society during his short tenure in 
Pultneyville/Williamson. Driving or walking by the 
Society's house at 4130 Mill Street in Pultneyville, 
you are sure to notice the white picket fence that 
stretches across the front of the property.  
 
During his time in Pultneyville, Dave was 
instrumental in helping acquire this property and then 
bringing it back to its 19th century glory. It was 
thanks to Dave and his planning and organizational 
skills that the fence was constructed back in the 
1990's. Looking over the fence to the front of the 
house, you will notice the period front porch supports 
and the period windows in the front wall. Only a 
historical perfectionist like Dave would take 19th 
century photos and blow them up to reveal all of the 
detailed cutouts in those supports. And then seek out 
the right woodworker, Bob DeLyser, to meticulously 
recreate and install these supports as shown in those 
historic photos. Similar care and thought went into 
getting the right windows installed, porch flooring 
put down, and with the help of Bob Henry, putting 
back up a beadboard ceiling to complete the porch 
restoration. These are just a fraction of Dave's 
personal ability to include and involve folks. 
 
Dave was also a prime mover in facilitating 
improvements to the Society's other property, historic 
Gates Hall. He was involved in getting Bero 
Architecture reports done for both Gates Hall and the 
Mill Street House. These were working documents in 
David’s hands. He analyzed the recommended steps 
and saw to it that we made steady progress toward 
those goals. He didn’t like meetings to talk about the 
work to be done. He simply saw that the work was 
done, in the case of Gates Hall, to preserve this 
reputed oldest continuously operating community 
theater in the United States. 
 
Outdoors and open space were two other passions of 
Dave's. With the Town of Williamson seeking to 
update the Town's Master Plan in the late 1990's, 
Dave worked with members of the Agriculture-Open 
Space Subgroup to identify possible trail locations 
within the township. As a member of the Town of 
Williamson Bicentennial Committee in 2000-2002, 
Dave pushed to get trails established that connected  

 
 
both residents and visitors alike with history and 
nature. Thanks to his diligent leadership, the Town 
Bicentennial Trail was created in 2002/2004. He 
was very active in the formation of Trail Works, 
Inc., a county-wide advocacy group for trails 
throughout Wayne County, and served as President 
in 2005. Working with other like-minded outdoor 
enthusiasts, Dave worked to connect the northern 
and southern parts of the town, seeing the Town 
Loop Trail come to fruition in 2008. 
 
It was this same year, 2008, that saw David and 
wife and helpmate Margaret retire to their cottage 
on Nantucket, where David continued to exhibit his 
enthusiasm for local history. The legacy that he left 
behind in his few short years in Pultneyville/
Williamson will remain forever, as we continue to 
be indebted to the time and talents he shared while 
he was among us.  
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Thank You! 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped make our W-PHS 
House available to visitors through the summer!  
Many members and friends contributed to the effort, 
but special thanks go to those who spent their 
afternoons awaiting and assisting visitors.   
 
They include: 
Deb Arndt        Paul Arndt    
Charlotte Buehler       Gary Buehler  
Barbara Crawford       Peter Evans  
Sue-Jane Evans        Laraine Frohlich 
Dottie Howland       Perry Howland 
Anne L’Hommedieu       Gail McCarthy 
Amy McConville       Lynda Parmelee 
Debbie Parts        Julie Sorrels 
Georgia Stevens       Terry Sutherland 
Sandy Zeman 
 
Without their time, W-PHS could not share 
Pultneyville pieces and stories with visitors passing 
through the community. 
 
The House is not open on a regular basis during the 
winter, but call to arrange a visit if you have guests 
who would enjoy our exhibits.  
 
Sue-Jane Evans 

Thank You! 
 

Chris Callahan 
Donation of 50 Pettiness in Paradise books, by 

the late John Connors 
 

Perry and Dottie Howland 
Donation in memory of Dave Feindel  

 
Peter Kenyon 

 Donation to the Gates Hall Fund 
 

Chance Farms 
Donation of apples for cider pressing 

 
Peter Parts 

Photos submitted for cider pressing, Shipley-
Teats house presentation 

 
Kathy Fedick 

Chairing the Cemetery Tour these past 7 years 

Special thanks to Robert and Jackie Fox 
for their generous gift and to their daughter 

Amanda Hanlon for helping make this 
happen, and for finding Paul Sorbello 

whose advice, patience, and expertise were 
invaluable. 
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The Society is located in a landmark dwelling known as the Auchampaugh home at 4130 Mill St. This house was built 
for Harvey Auchampaugh about 1858 by Russell Cole, a local blacksmith 
and builder. Auchampaugh was a prominent businessman in the hamlet, a 
harness maker, drugstore proprietor and Postmaster for several years.  

Rooms in the home contain exhibits, archived information, a gift shop and 
business office. The Society House is regularly open the third weekend in 
June through the first weekend in October, Friday through Sunday, 1-4 
p.m., by appointment and throughout Homecoming weekend and during 
the Annual Community Garage Sale. 

 

 

W-PHS Board Meetings Information and Program/Event Cancellation Policy  
 

W-PHS Board meetings are generally scheduled to be held at the W-PHS House at 4130 Mill Street, Pultneyville at 7 
p.m. the last Monday of the month as per published schedule.   However, due to COVID-19, and to ensure social 
distancing, the time and location may change, or may be held electronically.  
Any W-PHS member in good standing may attend on a non-voting basis and can request to be placed on the agenda 
for a specific purpose related to the Society.  For the meeting schedule, please refer to the society’s website at 
www.w-phs.org.  The 2021 meeting schedule will be posted at the beginning of January. 

The W-PHS Board meetings/program/event cancellation policy:  From time to time there may be a need to cancel a 
program, event or meeting  because of weather. 

Cancellation Criteria:  Schools are closed and/or after school events are cancelled due to weather 
(Williamson/Wayne County).  W-PHS Programs/Events will be cancelled by the Program Chair. 

Communication:  The Program Chair will notify the President/Vice President and Communications Chair.  The 
Communications Chair will disseminate the information to the website and social media coordinators.  The Program 
Chair will notify the presenters of the event.  The Program Chair will reschedule the program (if possible) and the 
Communications Chair will disseminate the rescheduled time and date when it is available.   The President/Vice 
President will ensure the procedure is followed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W-PHS Board Meetings 2022 

 

  

 

  
 February 28 
 March 28 
 April 25 
 May 9 
 May 23 
 June 27 
 August 29 
 September 26 
 October 24 
 November 28 

All Board Meetings will be 
held in Gates Hall at 4:00 pm 

unless noted otherwise on 
www.w-phs.org  

x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://0
http://www.w-phs.org
http://www.w-phs.org


   
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OFFICERS 
President          Nanette P. Hance                      president@w-phs.org 
Vice President          Florence Doyle         fdoyle0407@gmail.com 
Development Officer/Director         TBD 
Treasurer          Amanda Fox Hanlon         aahanlon88@gmail.com  
Secretary            Terry Sutherland                      tsutherl@rochester.rr.com 
           
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Collection Management Chair       Florence Doyle, Interim  fdoyle0407@gmail.com 
Communications Chair       Rebecca Fisher                rebeccafolkfarm@gmail.com 
Garage Sale Chair              Linda Perkins   perkinsl@rochester.rr.com 
Grant Chair         Sandra Zeman   szeman001@rochester.rr.com 
Exhibits Chair         Sue-Jane Evans   sjkevans@mail.com 
Finance Chair         Amanda Fox Hanlon  aahanlon88@gmail.com 
Fundraising Chair        TBD 
Membership Chair        Holli Dowling    holli.casanzio@gmail.com 
Nominating Chair         Barbara Crawford    blctobe123@hotmail.com  
Program Chair         TBD   
Property Co-Chair        David Frohlich   dfrohlic@rochester.rr.com 
Property Co-Chair        Tom Hatch    thomas@thehatchcloud.org 
Ex Officio Trustee                  Perry Howland, Town Historian peridot@rakedsouthgarden.com 
 
 
AD HOC COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Audit           TBD  
Education Liaison        TBD 
             4th Grade Walking Tour      TBD 
Event Fundraising 
 Cemetery Tour       TBD          
 Gates Hall Fundraising       Florence Doyle   fdoyle0407@gmail.com 
 Golf Tournament      Terry Sutherland   tsutherl@rochester.rr.com 
 Homecoming       TBD 
 Home Tour       Debra Parts    debrap@peterparts.com 
 
OPERATIONS              
Gift Shop                    TBD          
Grounds                    Lynda Parmelee         susser1@yahoo.com 
Newsletter                    Barb Crawford             blctobe123@hotmail.com 
Hospitality                    Betty Morley             bettymorley1@gmail.com 
House Supplies          Laraine Frohlich              dfrohlic@rochester.rr.com 
IT Administrator      Dan Montondo              dan.montondo@rochester.rr.com 
         

  

 

 
 

On the web: www.w-phs.org 

phone: 315.589.9892 

Williamson Pultneyville Historical Society 

4130 Mill Street, PO Box 92, Pultneyville, NY 14538 

To become a member, go to www.w-phs.org and click on the Membership tab. 

WLLIAMSON-PULTNEYVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

mailto:rebeccafolkfarm@gmail.com


   
 

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT  

SHOP LOCALLY 

Alard Equipment Corp. 

6483 Lake Ave, Williamson 

315-589-4511 

 

Apple Country Spirits 

3274 Eddy Road, Williamson 

applecountryspirits.com 

 

 

Burnap’s Farm Market/Cafe 

7277 Maple Ave., Sodus 

315-483-4050 

burnapsfarm@aol.com 

 

Chance Farms, LLC 

7560 Lake Ave., Williamson 

315-589-4212 

 

Cavallaro-Neubauer Chevrolet 

3740 Route 104, Williamson 

800-491-8625 

 

Carol Verbridge - Howard Hanna 

1450 Route 104, Ontario 

585-752-9436 (cell) 

315-524-2331 (office) 

carolverbridge@gmail.com 

 

Cole Income Tax Service 

4098 E. Main St., Williamson 

315-589-8441 

 

Copper Ale House 

4095 Ridge Rd., Williamson 

315-904-4508 

 

Cornerstone Associates Realty 

Locations in Williamson,  

Pultneyville, Ontario, Newark & 

Webster 

 

Paula Priest - Cornerstone Realty 

585-370-1725 (cell) 

315-524-7320 (office) 
paulapriest@cornerstonerealtyny.com 

 

 

Doug Carwash 

4062 Ridgeway Street, Williamson 

315-589-8938 

 

Ely & Leene Agency 

Mead-Maloy Agency, Inc. 

212 N. Main St., Newark 

315-331-1432 

 

Embark Craft/Lagoner Farms 

6895 Lake Ave., Williamson 

Embark - 315-904-4212 

info@embarkcraftciderworks.com 

Lagoner Farms - 315-904-4109 

info@lagonerfarms.com 

 

Fox Fruit Farms LLC 

3635 Lake Rd., Williamson 

315-589-5113 

 

Herbert Dentistry 

6127 Maple Ave., Williamson 

315-589-2813 

 

Houseworx 

3275 Lake Rd., Williamson 

504-352-4279 

 

Hughes Marina & Campgrounds 

315-589-2752 

 

itClix 

4137 Mill St., Pultneyville 

585-747-9532 

info@itclix.net 

 

K.M.Davies 

6509 Lake Ave., Williamson 

315-589-4811 

www.kmdavies.com 

 

Knataitis 

Williamson 

315-589-2332 

 

Lettering Lounge 

6160 Route 21, Williamson 

315-589-4145 

 

Orbaker’s Drive-in 

4793 Route104, Williamson 

315-589-9701 

 

Orbaker’s Farm Market 

Lake Road, Williamson 

315-589-2036 

roman.rachel@gmail.com 

 

PACE Electronics Products 

34 Foley Dr., Sodus 

315-483-9122 

www.paceelectronics.com 

 

Photo Graphic Services 

7255 E. Townline Rd., Williamson 

315-589-8665 

 

Pultneyville Deli Company - Up Pub 

4120 Lake Road, Williamson 

315-589-0061 

 

Pultneyville Yacht Club 

www.pultneyvilleyachtclub.org 

 

Reaper Customs 

3229 Shepherd Rd., Williamson 

585-880-6806 

 

Reliant Credit Union 

10 Benton Place, Sodus 

Holli Dowling 

800-724-9282, x 3422 

hdowling@reliantcu.com 

 

Reliant Credit Union 

10 Benton Place, Sodus 

Emily Chambers 

echambers@reliantcu.com 

 

Raked South Garden Bed & Breakfast 

7826 Jay Street, Pultneyville 

315-589-8012 

www.rakedsouthgarden.com 

 

Roland E. Stevens III 

Plein-Air Watercolor Artist 

www.rolandestevens.com 

 

Seaway Trail Honey 

Pat Bono 

585-820-6619 

SeawayTrailHoney@gmail.com 

 

Storemore Self Storage 

4149 Ridge Road, Williamson 

315-589-7180 

 

The Gatesinger Company, Ltd. 

315-589-3326 

www.gateshall.com 

 

 

 

For full business card information, go to www.w-phs.org 



   
 

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT  

SHOP LOCALLY 

Young Sommer Winery 

4287 Jersey Rd., Williamson 

315-589-8861 

 

Wilbert’s U-Pull It 

315-589-222 

WUPI.com 

 

Williamson Hardware 

4101 Main St. and Rt. 21 

Williamson 

315-589-4011 

For full business card information, go to www.w-phs.org 


