
As is often said, when one door 
closes, another opens! While 
the Williamson-Pultneyville 
Historical Society (W-PHS) 
recently closed the door and 
ended its chapter at 4130 Mill Street, we are
delighted to announce that we have opened
another door and chapter at the society’s new
home at 7643 Jay Street.  

Our new location is often fondly referred to as
the old Warehouse which in itself is a prominent
landmark steeped in history that has served the
community in a variety of ways since early 1900.
For much of its life it was a successful fruit
packing business, distributing products
worldwide. In later years, it housed several retail
businesses and quickly became a popular
shopping destination that welcomed visitors
from both near and far, just as W-PHS looks
forward to doing. 

W-PHS has not only opened another door, but
has done so with optimism and confidence that
it is in the best interest of the society, the
community, and future generations. While
bittersweet to leave behind our quarter century
of history overlooking the Pultneyville harbor
nestled along the banks of Salmon Creek, and
the many fond memories made at 4130 Mill
Street, W-PHS is delighted to share with
members and friends that we are now honored
to be the “Welcome to Pultneyville” in our new
location. 

With the help and support of many volunteers
and friends who organized, sorted, wrapped, and
packed, our cautious move of historical artifacts,
documents and precious cargo was without
incident. The move was completed October 10th,
at the same time the transfer of property closed.

With the Board’s unanimous decision to divest
W-PHS of 4130 Mill Street and the support of
members throughout the lengthy process, our
move is now behind us and a multitude of new
opportunities lie before us. While together, we
will continue our historical pursuits and write
exciting new chapters of W-PHS history, may we
also continue to respect, preserve and honor our
past as the society has done for over sixty years.

Please stay tuned for updates as our new
chapters unfold and we prepare to open our new
location in late Spring 2026. In the meantime, we
Thank You for your patience and understanding.
We look forward to your continuing support as
we work to ensure optimal and engaging visitor
experiences. 

W-PHS has much to celebrate and to be
thankful for in this Season of Thanksgiving. We
are especially thankful for each of our members   
. . . for your interest, support and enthusiasm. We
send Warm Wishes to you and yours as you
gather together to give Thanks.

Regards,

Nan
Nanette Peters Hance
W-PHS President
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The Annual Meeting of the Williamson-Pultneyville
Historical Society (W-PHS) will be held Wednesday,
November 5, 2025, at 6 pm in the Pultneyville
Masonic Lodge No. 159 Dining Room at 4035 Lake
Road, Pultneyville, NY.

The meeting will include a by-reservation dinner at
6 pm followed by the Annual Meeting at 7 pm at
which time there will be a brief program presented
by Lodge Member, Craig DeNagel, about the
original Union Church (now Gates Hall) Cornerstone
which was laid by the Masonic Lodge.

The meeting will also include an update by Board
Trustee, James Ryan, regarding the recent W-PHS
Property Transfer, the election of officers and a vote
on proposed revisions to the W-PHS Bylaws.

The Slate of Candidates includes incumbent,
Nanette P. Hance, for re-election to the office of
President for a two-year term. Hance has
successfully led W-PHS through several
challenging years since the pandemic and the
aftermath of COVID, which has had a profound
impact on all 501(c)(3) volunteer organizations. In
her tenure as Vice President and President, she has
navigated change including the Board’s difficult,
but unanimous, decision to divest W-PHS of its Mill
Street property which had been the society’s home
since 1996. With concern for ensuring fiscally
responsible decisions which are in the best interest
of the society, community, and future generations,

W-PHS believes it can better serve its members,
the community, and heritage tourism visitors in
a larger venue with a better traffic flow
conducive to ensuring more comprehensive
exhibits and engaging experiences.

The Slate of Candidates also includes James
Ryan for election to the Office of Director of
Development for a two-year term. Jim joined the
Board of Trustees in January 2025, and his
expertise and counsel have proven to be
invaluable to W-PHS. Born and raised in
Williamson, Jim and Jennifer Fisher Ryan
adopted two children from Wayne County foster
care: Jonathan, 17 (12th grade) and Emelie, 10
(6th grade). A member of the Williamson Central
School District graduating Class of 1991, Jim is
also a graduate of St. John Fisher University
(B.A.), Vermont Law School (J.D.) and Boston
University (LL.M.). After working as a tax attorney
in a boutique law firm outside of NYC for a
number of years, he accepted a job at Bausch +
Lomb and returned to Williamson in 2007. After
B+L’s acquisition by Valeant Pharmaceuticals in
2013, Jim accepted a position with Dynalec
Corporation in Sodus, NY, where he currently
serves legal and contractual in-house needs.

Please note that in accordance with the By-
Laws, nominations from the floor by members
present and in good standing may be accepted.

Proposed revisions to the By-Laws that have
been emailed to members will also be presented
to the general membership for approval by
members present and in good standing at the
Annual Meeting at which one vote per
membership is allowed.
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W-PHS HOLIDAY WISH LIST

As with moving to any new home, there are always new needs! To that end, W-PHS invites members,
friends and contractors to consider year-end tax deductible contributions that will help create and
maintain access and comfortable community spaces for all to enjoy in the society’s new home at
7643 Jay Street in Pultneyville. 

With the holidays, and planning for year-end giving upon us, we hope you will help W-PHS create a
warm and welcoming “Pultneyville Presence” in its new home. 

Those interested in making monetary
contributions, may do so online at www.w-phs.org
or by mailing a check to the attention of W-PHS
Treasurer at PO Box #92, Pultneyville, NY 14538.  
Please specify your area of interest both online and
on checks. 

Everyone can help in one of the following ways:
 
MONETARY CONTRIBUTIONS are always welcome
and will be used to defray expenses associated with
acquiring: 
•Two Tall ADA Compliant Toilets
•One ADA Compliant Sink
•One regular restroom sink
•Installation & Exhibit Accessories
•AV Equipment
•Exhibit Lighting
•Preservation supplies and 
•Storage & Preservation Equipment
•Rental of climate-controlled storage unit (3 months at
$160. each)
•Professional deep cleaning of building 
•Heavy Duty Shop Vac
•Museum Vacuum for exhibits 
•Three (3) Office Chairs
•Metal Locking Storage Unit
•Printer for 1st Floor area
•Two (2) building appropriate Exterior Goose Neck
Lights
•Large Capacity Microwave Oven 
•Two (2) Restroom Fans as specified by Property Chair
•New or gently used leather couches and chairs for
soon-to-be Reading Room
•4 Matching Porch Rocking Chair Sets (2 chairs and 1
side table per set)

BUILDING NEEDS WISH LIST
•Custom Signage for over the front door and free
standing for grassy area 
•Sheet Rock 
•Insulation
•Double Door for north Entrance
•Restroom Flooring
•Building Materials for the construction of South
facing porch 
•Building Materials for ADA compliant handicap
ramp
•Building materials for construction of landing
porch, overhang and steps at north entrance
•Flooring for east interior porch

VOLUNTEER SERVICES WISH LIST
•2025 Brush removal from east side of building
•2025 Stump Grinding from front of building 
•2025 Removal of cement from front of building 
•2025-2026 Season Snow Removal 
•2026 Jay Street Lawn Care
•Construction of ADA Handicap Compliant Ramp
•Construction of north landing porch steps and
overhang
•Mural Artist to create interior mural

For details and questions, please call
315.589.9892 and leave a message, along with
your phone number, so that we can return
your call and answer any questions.  

In this Season of Gratitude, W-PHS thanks you
in advance for your consideration and
generosity. 
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Save the Date
Annual GOLF Tournament

June 1, 2026
"Golf for Gates Hall” 

Annual Golf Fundraiser

HOLIDAY PERKS
Through December 31st

With year-end giving plans and the holiday gift-
giving season upon us, please consider a tax
deductible contribution as a Tournament Sponsor
of the 6th Annual Golf Tournament . . Or perhaps
tickets as a Holiday Gift for that special golfer on
your list.

Enjoy a 10% discount off of last year’s pricing as a
Tournament Sponsor or on Player Registration
purchases thru December 31st, 2025. 

To purchase and save, please contact Terry
Sutherland, Tournament Chair at (585) 314-7813 or
tsutherl@rochester.rr.com.

SAVE THE DATES
November 5th Annual Meeting 
See page 2 for details.

December 1st Board of Trustees Meeting 
5pm • Gates Hall 

December 7th Pultneyville Illumination 
Details to follow via email and Facebook 

June 1, 2026 “Golf for Gates Hall” Annual
Fundraiser Tournament 
Details to follow

Thank You
With sincere gratitude, W-PHS

gratefully acknowledges the
philanthropic gift given by Mr. and
Mrs. David Malgee, which in part,

made the move to the society’s new
home possible. Thank You 

    David and Sherri. 

Thank You
Gene and Liz Bavis for your

generous donation to W-PHS!
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2025 “Meet the Spirits”
Submitted by Alice Dodge, Event Chair

Thanks so much to all who attended this year’s Meet The Spirits events!! 

We had a grand time at Lake View cemetery during our Meet the Spirits of Pultneyville event where
we were guided by the wandering spirit of Mattie Bogart, and met the spirits of Martha and Alfred
Allen Brockhuizen, Phoebe Fish, Dr. Stephen Fish Selby, Minnie Berzine, and her father James Berzine
as we walked through the historic cemetery under the light of the moon.

Our second annual Meet the Spirits of Williamson brought in almost twice as many attendants as last
year!! We were so excited to see that people had enjoyed it so much last year. This year, we met the
spirits of Carrie Britton Santee, Dr. F. W. Clark, Mary Taille Decker, Cornelius DeZuttter, his son Charles
I. DeZutter, and his nephew Peter DeZutter on stage in our beloved Gates Hall.
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Jeremy Cummings played the
spirit of  James Berzine

Casey Stiokas as Phoebe Fish

Cliff Dodge played the spirit of Dr. Stephen Fish Selby. 
Alice Dodge was the wandering spirit of Mattie Bogart

and the tour guide. 

http://www.w-phs.org/


The only thing constant is change.
For years there was a little yellow house on the bend where Mill and Washington Streets meet.
For over 150 years this house, with a cobblestone foundation and its front entrance opening
onto a small park, had braved the waves of Lake Ontario. The house was built for English
natives Irvine and Mary (Asenath) Fisher. The 1870 census shows them residing in Pultneyville
with daughters Adelaide and Rosetta. Later censuses show the family growing to include sons
Arthur and Harry and an additional daughter Nora. When I was growing up in Pultneyville, the
old-timers would refer to it as Harry Fisher’s House. Harry Fisher who died in 1942, followed his
father’s footsteps as a cobbler with his shop located in the basement of the house. At another
time his older brother Dr. Arthur Fisher, the town’s physician, had his medical office in the
house. Unfortunately, after years of neglect (and a leaky roof) the house was beyond repair and
was demolished last year. Now a beautiful new home has risen from the rubble and will be a
part of our community’s landscape for years to come.

Photos from Yesteryear 
Submitted by Dan Montondo

Collection Management

This undated photograph of the Harry
Fisher House was donated to W-PHS by
Greg Osterberg. Note the west pier in the
background. (2023.0047.07)
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The new home under construction as it appeared in October 2025.

This more recent photograph from the
Chester Peters’ Photo Collection shows
the house from the northeast.
(2018.0073.088)
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About the Williamson-Pultneyville Historical Society

Founded in 1964 and chartered in 1971, the mission of the Williamson-
Pultneyville Historical Society is to preserve, protect and share local
history of the Town of Williamson, NY, in general, and the unincorporated 
hamlet of Pultneyville in particular, by creating curiosity, inspiring involve-
ment, and providing exceptional experiences by making history come alive.

The Society is located in a prominent historic Pultneyville property located at 7643 Jay Street, once known as
the Sam Valore Warehouse, a fruit packing and dried fruit business with worldwide distribution that at one
time employed over 85 workers whose hands were kept busy from cellar to garret. It was built in the early
1900’s by Samuel Valore, a prominent local businessman who was previously proprietor of a general
merchandise store situated on the southern shore of Lake Ontario in the heart of Pultneyville. In 1935 he
became President of the State Bank of Williamson. According to the New York Times, Mr. Valore was
credited with establishing the first dried apple business in western Wayne County, NY and he passed away at
the age of 76 in the hamlet of Pultneyville, NY.
 
While the Society’s Museum is regularly open mid-June through mid-October, or by special appointment, it
is currently closed while being transformed into an engaging exhibit and welcoming community space.   
W-PHS plans to open its new home to the public in late Spring 2026 and looks forward to welcoming
members, community residents, researchers, educators, students, the community and heritage tourism
visitors from both near and far.

The Society is pleased to now be the “Welcome to Pultneyville” in its new, and highly visible, location and to
having a family-friendly Pultneyville presence.

 W-PHS Board Meetings Information and Program/Event Cancellation Policy 
 

W-PHS Board meetings are generally scheduled to be held at Gates Hall at 4107 Mill Street, Pultneyville at 5
pm on the last Monday of the month as per published schedule. However, the time and location may
change. 

Any W-PHS member in good standing may attend on a non-voting basis and can request to be placed on
the agenda for a specific purpose related to the Society. For the meeting schedule, please refer to the
society’s website at www.w-phs.org. The meeting schedule is also published in every newsletter. 

The W-PHS Board meetings/program/event cancellation policy: From time to time there may be a need to
cancel a program, event or meeting because of weather.  Cancellation Criteria: Schools are closed and/or
after school events are cancelled due to weather (Williamson/Wayne County). W-PHS Programs/Events will
be cancelled by the Program Chair.  Cancellations and rescheduling information will be posted on W-PHS
website, social media and/or an email to all members.

W-PHS Board Meetings 2025
All Board Meetings will be held in Gates Hall at 5:00 pm

unless noted otherwise on www.w-phs.org 
JANUARY 27
MARCH 24
APRIL 28
JUNE 23
JULY 28

SEPTEMBER 29
OCTOBER 27
DECEMBER 1

Contact us
Williamson-Pultneyville 

Historical Society
PO Box 92, Pultneyville, NY 14538

w-phs.org
315.589.9892

 
Barbara Crawford, Editor at news@w-phs.org
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Williamson-Pultneyville Historical Society Board of Trustees

OFFICERS
President, Co-Curator
Vice President, Co-Curator
Director of Development
Treasurer
Secretary

Nanette Hance 
Jamie Sonneville, Interim
Laura Hatch
Lou Martino
Jean Breitung

nanhance@gmail.com
jamie@itclix.net
laura@thehatchcloud.org
treasurer@w-phs.org
jmbreitung@gmail.com

Collection Management
Communication
Fundraising
Gates Hall
Property

TRUSTEE

EXOFFICIO TRUSTEE
Town Historian

Florence Doyle
TBD
Terry Sutherland
Laura Hatch
Tom Hatch

James Ryan

Perry Howland

fdoyle0407@gmail.com

tsutherl@rochester.rr.com
laura@thehatchcloud.org
thomas@thehatchcloud.org

Jpr6873@gmail.com

peridot@rakedsouthgarden.com

W-PHS COMMITTEES AND OPERATIONS
 In addition to the Board of Trustees the work of W-PHS is supported by the following
committees, leaders and coordinators for specific purposes as needed. Leaders and Coordinators
attend Board meetings at the request of the Secretary or as deemed necessary and requested by
committee leaders which include, but is not limited to: 
 
“Meet the Spirits” Event                                  Alice Dodge
Exhibits                                                               Sue Jane Evans 
Finance and Audit                                            Lou Martino 
Fall Harvest Fling & Wine Sale                       Deb Parts and Florence Doyle 
Golf Tournament                                              Terry Sutherland 
Home Tour                                                         Deb Parts 
Homecoming                                                    Peter Parts & Committee
Picnic                                                                  TBD
Programs                                                           Nanette Hance, Interim 
 
OPERATIONS 
Correspondence                                              Linda Perkins
Education Liaison                                           Maria Ehresman
Gift Shop                                                           TBD 
Grants (Local and Regional)                         Sandy Zeman 
Grounds                                                            Lynda Parmelee 
Hospitality                                                        TBD
Supplies (Mill St & Gates Hall)                      TBD 
IT Administrator                                              Tom Hatch 
Membership                                                    Alice and Cliff Dodge 
Nominating                                                     TBD 
Volunteer & Visitor Engagement               Deborah Arndt 
Newsletter                                                       Barbara Crawford 
Social Media                                                    Charlotte Buehler 
Publications                                                    Officers & Communications Committee 
Media and Publicity                                      TBD
Website Updates                                           Amy Begy 
 To contact any of the above, please call 315.589.9892 and leave a message.
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STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS
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W-PHS Business Sponsors

Alard Equipment Corp.
6483 Lake Ave, Williamson
315-589-4511 
 
All County Construction
https://all-county-paving.com/
 
Cavallaro-Neubauer Chevrolet
3740 Route 104, Williamson
800-491-8625
 
Chance Farms, LLC
4000 Lake Rd., Williamson
315-945-7771
 
Champion Asphalt
championasphaltny.com
 
Cole Income Tax Service
4098 E. Main St., Williamson
315-589-8441
 
Copper Ale House
4095 Ridge Rd., Williamson
315-904-4508
 
Paula Priest - Cornerstone
Realty
585-370-1725 (cell)
315-524-7320 (office)
paulapriest@cornerstonerealty
ny.com
 
Dixon & Carr Realty
1842 Ridge Road, Ontario
 
Ely & Leene/Mead-Maloy
Agency
212 N. Main St., Newark
315-331-1432
 
Embark Craft/Lagoner Farms
6895 Lake Ave., Williamson
Embark - 315-904-4212
info@embarkcraftciderworks.c
om
Lagoner Farms - 315-904-4109
info@lagonerfarms.com
 
Empire Tree Surgeons
Empiretreesurgeons.com
 

Fox Fruit Farms LLC
3635 Lake Rd., Williamson
315-589-5113
 
Heintzelman’s BBQ
heintzelmansbbqpit.com
 
Houseworx
3275 Lake Rd., Williamson
504-352-4279
 
Infinite Audio
1116 NY-31, Macedon 
 
itClix
4137 Mill St., Pultneyville
585-747-9532
info@itclix.net
 
K.M.Davies
6509 Lake Ave., Williamson
315-589-4811
www.kmdavies.com
 
Leo J. Roth Corporation
https://leojroth.com/
 
Lettering Lounge
6160 Route 21, Williamson
315-589-4145
 
George C Miller Brick Co., Inc.
 734 Ridgeway Avenue 
 
Orbaker’s Drive-in
4793 Route104, Williamson
315-589-9701
 
Orbaker’s Farm Market
Lake Road, Williamson
315-589-2036
roman.rachel@gmail.com
 
PACE Electronics Products
4392 Route 104, Williamson
315-483-9122
www.paceelectronics.com
 

Peters Lakeaire Orchards
7295 Lake Ave, Williamson
 
Photo Graphic Services
7255 E. Townline Rd.,
Williamson
315-589-8665
 
Pultneyville Yacht Club
www.pultneyvilleyachtclub.org
 
Raydiant Dentistry
Ray Henry
 
Reliant Credit Union
10 Benton Place, Sodus
 
Rootstock Cider & Spirits
3274 Eddy Road, Williamson
rootstockciderworks.com
 
Salmon Creek Auto
6506 Salmon Creek Rd,
Williamson
 
Seaway Trail Honey
Pat Bono
585-820-6619
SeawayTrailHoney@gmail.com
 
Storemore Self Storage
4149 Ridge Road, Williamson
315-589-7180
 
Sutherland Landscape
PO Box 79, Pultneyville
585-314-7813
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